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GAAR
Visiting US Secy of State Clinton

meets PM; civil nuke co-operation,
terror, Af-Pak situation discussed

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in New Delhi last evening. The two leaders
discussed civil nuclear cooperation, terrorism, situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan, Iran and security among other things.
Mrs Clinton also briefed Dr Singh on her recent visit to China. The US Secretary of State also conveyed her country's
expectations on the opening of FDI in retail sector as well as a new set of economic reforms by Indian government.
Both sides also talked about Iran and all aspects of Tehran's engagement with the international community including India.
Dr Singh and Mrs Clinton also talked about the situation in Afghanistan and the ways to sustain development and stability
in the war-torn country after the withdrawal of Western troops by 2014. The two sides also talked about their respective ties
with Pakistan.
Later, Mrs Clinton also met UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi. Mrs Clinton will meet External Affairs Minister SM Krishna on
May 7, 2012. Civil nuclear cooperation, regional security and Iran are among the key issues that US Secretary of State is
expected to discuss with Mr. Krishna. The two leaders will also review progress made in Indo-US strategic partnership
ahead of the strategic dialogue between the two countries to be held in Washington on the 13th of next month.

1,500 new ITIs & 5,000 Skill Devpt Centres to
be set up in country's unserviced blocks
The Government has decided to set up 1,500 new Industrial Training Institutes, ITIs and 5,000 Skill Development Centres
in the Public Private Partnership mode in the unserviced blocks of the country. In a written reply to Lok Sabha yesterday,
Labour and Employment Minister Mallikarjun Kharge also said that there is a provision to set up 34 ITIs and 68 Skill Devel-
opment Centres in the 34 districts affected by Left wing extremism under a centrally sponsered scheme. During the last 3
years, 147 new government ITIs and 2,399 new private ITIs have been established in the country.

IMPLEMENTATION TILL APRIL 2013
Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee today announced deferment of that implementation of the General Anti-Avoidance
Rules or GAAR till April 2013. The proposal was made in the budget for the current fiscal. The rule is being used to check
avoidance of tax.
Introducing the Finance Bill for the current fiscal, Mr. Mukherjee clarified that the government will remove a provision which
puts the onus on the tax payer to prove that there has been no tax avoidance. He said now the onus would be on the tax
officials. The Finance Minister said the implementation of GAAR has been done away with for now to provide more time to
both taxpayers and tax administration. It will now apply to income in the financial year 2013-14 and subsequent years.
The Finance Minister also announced a roll back of the excise levy on all branded and unbranded jewellery with effect from
17th March this year. He said, the imposition of Central Excise duty at the rate of one per cent had attracted public atten-
tion. Mr. Mukherjee said, the levy was well intentioned and introduced not so much for raising revenue as for rationalising
the movement towards Goods and Services Tax. However, the government has decided to withdraw it considering the
sentiments of the people both within and outside the House.
GAAR Abbreviation
GAAR abbreviation stands for general-anti-avoidance rules and it has been introduced in India due to VODAFONE case
ruling in favour of this company by the Supreme Court. The new rules will come into effect from 01 April, 2012.
GAAR Implications in India
Indian Government is trying to give powers to income tax authorities as implementation of GAAR provides tremendous
powers to deny tax benefit to an entity if a transaction has been carried with the sole intention of tax avoidance. Due to
powers in the hand of taxmen, now innocents may be harassed by them.
FII & FDI money coming to India through Mauritius route will now become taxable.
Increased litigations.
GAAR – Worst Scenario
The onus lies on the assesse to prove that there is no tax benefit and the transaction is not an avoidance transaction.
GAAR – Example

To make it easier to understand GAAR; we can say that suppose a person or a company is setting up business in Gulf
Country and its clear intention is to claim exemption from capital gains tax, in such a scenario Indian govt has the right to
deny the legitimate claim for exemption provided under DTAA as it falls under tax avoidance and Indian govt is trying to
plug the loopholes.

PREZ VISITS PIETERMARITZBURG STATION IN S. AFRICA
The President Mrs.Pratibha Devisingh Patil today visited the Pietermaritzburg Station where Mahatma Gandhi was thrown out of a first class compartment of a train during the apartheid regime in South Africa. Recalling the event Mrs. Patil wrote

in the visitor’s book that this very incident sowed in the mind of Mahatma a determination and a resolve to fight against injustice and discrimination. Our correspondent covering the President’s visit reports that the political consciousness of the

young Indian Barrister was awakened and inspired struggle for freedom not only in South Africa and India but across the world. On the night of 7 June 1893, while Gandhi was on his way to Pretoria, a white man objected to Gandhi's presence in

a first-class carriage, and he was ordered to move to the van compartment at the end of the train. Gandhi, who had a first-class ticket, refused, and was thrown off the train at Pietermartizburg. That wintry night in the waiting-room of the

Pietermaritzburg station, Gandhi made the fateful decision not to accept his ignominious treatment but to stay on and fight racial injustice. In the morning he sent a telegram of protest from the Pietermaritzburg Post Office to the General Manager

of the Railways. Gandhi had initiated his public career.

Mahatma Gandhi later wrote: “I was afraid for my very life. I entered the dark waiting-room. There was a white man in the room. I was afraid of him. What was my duty? I asked myself. Should I go back to India, or should I go forward with God as

my helper, and face whatever was in store for me? I decided to stay and suffer. My active non-violence began from that date".

SPEECH BY HER EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA SHRIMATI PRATIBHA DEVISINGH PATIL AT THE RECEPTION FOR THE INDIAN COMMUNITY HOSTED BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

Durban, South Africa , 6th May, 2012

I came to this beautiful country at the invitation of His Excellency Jacob Zuma, the President of the Republic of South Africa. I visited Pretoria and Cape Town, and had

very fruitful discussions with the leadership of this important country, with whom we enjoy close and strategic relations, straddling the Indian Ocean. It is my privilege and

honour to visit the land of two of the greatest heroes of our time: Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela.

Today is Buddha Purnima, one of the most auspicious days in India. It marks the birth of Lord Buddha, as also the day on which he achieved enlightenment and Nirvana.

His message of non-violence and equality found renaissance far and wide. It is a happy coincidence that it was today, that I visited Phoenix Settlement established by

Mahatma Gandhi, who is one of the greatest apostles of peace of our times. Going there was like a pilgrimage for me and I was overwhelmed with the experience. There-

fore, when I leave the shores of South Africa tomorrow, it will be with a sense of having completed a Yatra and with many pleasant memories of this rainbow nation.

When the passengers of S.S. Truro disembarked at Addington Beach in November 1860, the people of Indian origin began a new life in this country. Thirty three years

later, in May 1893, Gandhiji arrived in South Africa and this opened a new chapter in the lives of Indians in South Africa. The last 151 years have been a remarkable jour-

ney of struggle, sacrifice, achievement and progress for them. Virtually every generation has produced outstanding leaders who have contributed to the development of

South Africa. Hard work is a corner stone of the South African Indian community. It is, therefore, no wonder that the Indian community here has had great success through

its own efforts in the social, economic and political life of South Africa. I was very happy when during my visit, President Zuma spoke of support and solidarity of India in

their freedom movement and of the contributions of South Africans of Indian descent, to enriching nation building process of South Africa. I am proud of all of you. The

recent and sudden passing away of Mr. Roy Padayachie, Minister for Public Service and Administration, and an eminent person of Indian origin, is a loss to the South

African nation. My condolences to his family.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In India, as we look back on the past one and half century of the Indian community in South Africa, we often recall your contribution in the freedom struggle and nation building process.

Yesterday, when at Robben Island, Ahmed Kathrada, who was among those imprisoned with Nelson Mandela, told about their days of imprisonment, it brought to the fore the immense

courage and strength of character of these extraordinary individuals. South Africans of Indian origin - Ahmed Kathrada, Yusuf Dadoo, Monty Naicker and many others - worked solidly and

with solidarity with their South African brethren for freedom and justice.

I am aware that in 2010, South Africa commemorated the 150th year of the arrival of Indians in South Africa. We also organized the first ever Diaspora Conference on the African continent,

here in Durban, on October 2, 2010 in partnership with the provincial Government of Kwa-Zulu Natal. I am thankful to His Excellency the President of the Republic of South Africa, His

Majesty King Goodwill and Hon'ble Premier of Kwa-Zulu Natal, Dr. Zweli Mkhize for supporting this event.

The huge and diverse community of Overseas Indians about 27 million, living in about 110 countries has shown tremendous enterprise and there are many success stories. They have

earned goodwill for the country wherever they are settled. In India, every year, we celebrate Pravasi Bharatiya Divas on 9th January. It is the day which marks the return of Mahatma

Gandhiji to India from South Africa, a country where he lived for 21 years. In an article in the TIME Magazine while describing Gandhiji as 'Sacred Warrior', Nelson Mandela said, and I

quote, "Gandhi was both an Indian and a South African citizen. Both countries contributed to his intellectual and moral genius, and he shaped the liberatory movements in both colonial

theaters". Unquote.

The cooperation between South Africa and India is historical, and focuses on empowerment of people and institutions through human resource development. Mahatma Gandhi once said,

and I quote, "The commerce between India and Africa will be of ideas and services, not of manufactured goods against raw materials." Unquote. We will soon have a Gandhi Memorial at 95

Prince Edward Street in Durban. This was the property purchased by Mahatma Gandhi in 1897 for use as the office of the Natal Indian Congress. The facilities there could be used for

organizing socially relevant seminars and workshops.

India will also establish an IT center at the Phoenix Settlement soon, in consultation with the Government of South Africa and the Trust authorities. India subscribes to the philosophy that

human resources are the greatest assets of any nation.

In conclusion, I congratulate the people of Indian Origin who are today proud South Africans for their dedication and commitment. We are also confident that in the years to come, the Indian

Diaspora will continue to play an increasingly pro-active and pioneering role to enhance their contribution to the Rainbow Nation - South Africa. Today, I wish you all further success and

prosperity and appreciate what you do for your country of citizenship - South Africa.

You are uniquely placed to contribute to the growing bilateral ties between India and South Africa, and I would urge you to fully utilize the emergent opportunities in so many different areas.

South Africa is a symbol for integration and inclusiveness, and I wish to convey my heartiest congratulations to the people and the Government of South Africa.

I convey to all present here, my best wishes for their progress, prosperity and success.

Jai Hind !

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, SMT. PRATIBHA DEVISINGH PATIL AT THE CONCLUSION OF HER TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF SOUTH AFRICA
02-05-2012 : Pretoria, South Africa

Mamata triggers early poll debate, BJP backs her
West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee

and triggered a debate on the possibility of early general elections. She

claimed she has information that a political party in Delhi had held a meeting

to advance the Lok Sabha poll to 2013 and asked her partymen to be ready

for it.

The Bharatiya Janata Party has welcomed Mamata's comments on early

general elections. Reacting to Mamata's comments, BJP spokesperson

Shahnawaz Hussain said, "Mamata Banerjee should get rid of this govern-

ment. She has hinted at early polls in 2013. The BJP wants the elections to

take place in 2012 itself. The sooner this government leaves, the better it will

be."

However, the Congress remained firm that the Lok Sabha elections would

happen as per the schedule in 2014. Congress spokesperson rashid Alvi said, "Every political party should be ready for

elections anytime. UPA II will complete its term. The elections will happen at their scheduled time."
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Myanmar set
to begin new
political era
as Suu Kyi
poised to be
sworn in to
parliament
Aung San Suu Kyi was set to be sworn
in to Myanmar’s military-backed parlia-
ment Wednesday to take public office
for the first time since launching her
struggle against authoritarian rule
nearly a quarter century ago.

The 66-year-old opposition leader’s
entry into the legislature heralds the
start of a historic new political era in
Myanmar, cementing a risky detente
between her party and the government
of President Thein Sein. The govern-
ment has spearheaded months of
unexpected reforms since taking power
last year, including the holding of April
1 by-elections.
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democ-
racy party will occupy too few seats to
have any real power in the ruling-party
dominated assembly, and there are
fears the presence of the opposition
lawmakers could simply legitimize the
current regime. But the new lawmakers
are also likely to bring a level of public
debate to the legislative body that has
never been seen as they prepare for
the next general election in 2015.
The last time Suu Kyi’s party was set to
join parliament was 1990, following a
landslide election victory that was
swiftly annulled by the army. The
military remained in power until last
year.
Suu Kyi’s personal ascent marks an
astonishing reversal of fortune for a
woman who became one of the world’s
most prominent prisoners of con-
science, held under house arrest for
much of the last two decades. When
the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize winner
was finally released in late 2010, just
after a vote her party boycotted that
was deemed neither free nor fair, few
could have imagined she would make
the leap from democracy advocate to
elected official in less than 18 months.
But the road has not been easy. This
week, Suu Kyi backed down in a
dispute over the oath of office which,
had it dragged on, could have spiraled
into another major crisis.
Suu Kyi and her colleagues had re-
fused to join parliament when the latest
session began April 23 because they
object to phrasing in the oath that
obligates them to “safeguard the
constitution.” They want the word
“safeguard” changed to “respect,” and
have vowed to work to change the
constitution because it was drafted
under military rule.
But on Monday, Suu Kyi abruptly
changed course, saying: “Politics is an
issue of give and take. We are not
giving up, we are just yielding to the
aspirations of the people.”
The party’s failure to take their seats

Satyamev Jayate in copyright trouble with Euphoria

had irked some of Suu Kyi’s backers,
who were eager to see the diminutive
woman who has stood up to
Myanmar’s military for 23 years finally
hold office.
The opposition NLD won 43 of the 44
seats it contested on April 1, and 38 of
those lawmakers were to take the oath
of office Wednesday in the capital,
Naypyitaw. Three lawmakers are out of
the country, though, and oaths will not
be taken for two other seats on re-
gional parliaments that are not in
session this week.
While the opposition’s entry into the
bicameral legislature is highly symbolic,
the new lawmakers will have little
power. A couple dozen lawmakers from
smaller opposition parties also sit in the
assembly, but the vast majority of seats
are held by the military-backed ruling
party and the army, which is allotted 25
percent of them. Changes to the
constitution require a 75 percent
majority, meaning that doing so is all
but impossible without military ap-
proval.
Pyithu Hluttaw
The Pyithu Hluttaw is the lower house
or House of Representatives of the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the bicameral
legislature of Burma (Myanmar). It
consists of 440 members of which 330
are directly elected and 110 appointed
by the Myanmar Armed Forces. The
last elections to the Pyithu Hluttaw
were held in November 2010. At its first
meeting on 31 January 2011, Thura
Shwe Mann was elected Speaker of
the Pyithu Hluttaw.
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw  is the na-
tional-level bicameral legislature of
Myanmar (officially known as the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar)
established by the 2008 National
Constitution. The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
is made up of two houses, the
Amyotha Hluttaw (House of Nationali-
ties), a 224-seat upper house as well
as the Pyithu Hluttaw, a 440-seat lower
house (House of Representatives).
Each of the fourteen major administra-
tive regions and states has its own
local Hluttaw: Region Hluttaw (Region
Assembly) or State Hluttaw (State
Assembly).
The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw is housed in a
31-building complex, which is believed
to represent the 31 planes of existence
in Buddhist cosmology, located in Zeya
Theddhi Ward of Naypyidaw.
Members of the first Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw were elected in the Burmese
general election on 7 November 2010.

Russia
Destroys 62%
of its
Chemical
Weapons
About 25,000 metric tons of chemical
weapons, or 62 percent of Russia’s
stockpile, have been destroyed by April
29, the day when the International
Chemical Weapons Convention came
into force.
In 15 years Russia destroyed about
two thirds of its world-largest stockpile
of 40,000 metric tons. The goal is to
destroy 100 percent of chemical
weapons in Russia by 2015.
The 188 states parties to the Conven-
tion initially planned to destroy all
chemical weapons in the world by
2012. Russia and the United States,
who have 40,000 and 27,000 metric
tons of chemical weapons, respec-
tively, said they were behind schedule

and the deadline was postponed until
December 31, 2015.
The U.S. said it had already destroyed
about 90 percent of its chemical weap-
ons. The Department of Defense,
however, postponed the deadline for
destroying the remaining 2,000 metric
tons first until 2021 and then until
2023.
As of January 31, 2012, more than
50,000 metric tons of chemical weap-
ons, or 73 percent of the global stock-
pile, have been destroyed.
The convention came into force on
April 29, 1997, and 188 out of 195 UN
member states have joined it.
Myanmar and Israel are signatories to
the treaty, but are yet to ratify it. Only
Angola, North Korea, Egypt, Somalia
and Syria are still outside the conven-
tion.
The countries that officially admitted
having chemical weapons are Albania,
Libya, Iraq, India, Russia, the United
States and South Korea.
The Chemical Weapons Convention
(CWC) is an arms control agreement
which outlaws the production, stockpil-
ing and use of chemical weapons. Its
full name is the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemi-
cal Weapons and on their Destruction.
The agreement is administered by the
Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which is
an independent organization based in
The Hague, Netherlands.
The main obligation under the conven-
tion is the prohibition of use and pro-
duction of chemical weapons, as well
as the destruction of all chemical
weapons. The destruction activities are
verified by the OPCW. As of November
2011, around 71% of the (declared)
stockpile of chemical weapons has
thus been destroyed. The convention
also has provisions for systematic
evaluation of chemical and military
plants, as well as for investigations of
allegations of use and production of
chemical weapons based on intelli-
gence of other state parties.
As of August 2010, 188 states are
party to the CWC, and another two
countries have signed but not yet
ratified the convention.

China sets up
US$10 billion
credit line
with European
nations

China has pledged US$10 billion in
credit to back joint projects with Central
and Eastern European countries.
Visiting Chinese Premiere Wen Jiabao
announced the deal at a business
forum in Warsaw, Poland, and said he
hopes the deal will facilitate the two
sides’ cooperation.
To boost business and trade, Wen said
that China wants to help with infra-
structure projects, including new
technologies and green economy

sectors. Also discussed at the Eco-
nomic Forum was a new investment
cooperation fund which would initially
boast US$500 million to assist Chinese
investments in the region. He also
announced a plan to expand the
Chinese market with other countries
with hopes to build trade exchange to
US$100 billion before the year 2015.
“China will work with countries in
Central and Eastern Europe to mutu-
ally open the markets and to increase
the trade exchange to $100 billion
before 2015,” Wen said.
He said trade volume between China
and central and eastern European
countries reached 52.9 billion US
dollars in 2011 and had grown 27.6
percent a year on average since 2001,
when it was only 4.3 billion US dollars.
Thus far, the largest Chinese invest-
ment has been a •1.2 billion (US$1.6
billion) deal made by China’s Wanhua
Industrial Group that gained full control
of Borsodchem, a Hungarian chemi-
cals firm. Other recent investments
were made in Serbia, where a •170
million (US$225 million) bridge was
built over the Danube river in Belgrade.
Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland
happily welcomed the Chinese invest-
ment, noting the country’s uprising
economy and European leadership
role. Both Wen and Tusk enthused
about the potential they say their
partnership has and encouraged
others in the region to form similar
agreements.
The Chinese are “very pragmatic” in
business, Andrzej Pawelec of
Agrihortus company said, who is
seeking new partners in China to sell
its beverages. “If they see a good and
honest business proposal, they are
always open.”
Wen started his official visit to Poland
on Wednesday. Poland is the last leg
of a four-nation Europe tour that
included visits to Iceland and Sweden
and the opening ceremony of the
Hannover Fair in Germany.

Saudi Arabia
closes its
embassy,
consulates
and recalls
ambassador
from Cairo
Saudi Arabia’s official news agency
says the kingdom has closed its em-
bassy and consulates in Egypt and
recalled its ambassador following
protests over a detained Egyptian
human rights lawyer. Hundreds of
Egyptians have rallied outside the
Saudi Embassy this week to demand
the release of Ahmed el-Gezawi, who
was detained in Saudi Arabia for
allegedly insulting the kingdom’s
monarch. Saudi authorities say the
lawyer was arrested trying to smuggle
anti-anxiety drugs into the kingdom.

Connecticut
becomes 17th
state to
abolish death
penalty
Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy signed
a bill into law Wednesday that abol-
ishes the death penalty, making his
state the 17th in the nation to abandon
capital punishment and the fifth in five
years to usher in a repeal.
The law is effective immediately,
though prospective in nature, meaning
that it would not apply to those already
sentenced to death. It replaces the
death penalty with life in prison without
the possibility of release as the state’s
highest form of punishment.
“Although it is an historic moment —
Connecticut joins 16 other states and
the rest of the industrialized world by
taking this action — it is a moment for
sober reflection, not celebration,”
Malloy said in a statement.
He added that the “unworkability” of
Connecticut’s death penalty law was a
contributing factor in his decision.

Death penalty by state

“In the last 52 years, only two people
have been put to death in Connecticut
— and both of them volunteered for it,”
Malloy said. “Instead, the people of this
state pay for appeal after appeal, and
then watch time and again as defen-
dants are marched in front of the
cameras, giving them a platform of
public attention they don’t deserve.”
This month, lawmakers in the state’s
House of Representatives passed the
bill by a vote of 86 to 63. The state
Senate had approved it a week before.
State lawmakers first tried to pass a
similar bill in 2009 but were ultimately
blocked by then-Gov. Jodi Rell, a
Republican.
Capital punishment has existed in the
Nutmeg State since its colonial days.
But it was forced to review its death
penalty laws beginning in 1972, when
a Supreme Court decision required
greater consistency in its application.
A moratorium was then imposed until a
1976 decision by the high court upheld
the constitutionality of capital punish-
ment.
Since then, Connecticut juries have
handed down 15 death sentences. Of
those, only one person has been
executed, according to the Death
Penalty Information Center, a nonparti-
san group that studies death penalty
laws.
Michael Ross, a convicted serial killer,
was put to death by lethal injection in
2005 after he voluntarily gave up his
appeals.
The state now has 11 people on death
row.
Advocates of a repeal say that
Connecticut’s past law kept inmates —
who were often engaged in multiple
appeals — on death row for extended
periods of time, costing taxpayers far
more than if the convicts were serving
a life sentence in the general prison
population.
They also point to instances in which
wrongful convictions have been over-
turned with new investigative methods,
including forensic testing.
Opponents of the repeal had said that
capital punishment is a criminal deter-
rent that offers justice for victims and
their families.
In the last five years, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York and Illinois
have repealed the death penalty.
California voters will decide the issue in
November.

EC fEC fEC fEC fEC for use ofor use ofor use ofor use ofor use of
tectectectectech to dealh to dealh to dealh to dealh to deal
with issues inwith issues inwith issues inwith issues inwith issues in
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As heads of poll management bodies
of SAARC countries got together to
evolve ways to tackle common prob-
lems, the Election Commission of India

has said innovative methods and
strategies are needed to deal with new
challenges in the electoral field in the
region. In his inaugural address at the
3rd Conference of Heads of Election
Management bodies of SAARC coun-
tries in New Delhi on Monday, Chief
Election Commissioner S Y Quraishi
stressed on the use of modern technol-
ogy to deal with problems in the con-
duct of free and fair elections. Pointing
out the common challenges before
election managers in South Asia, who
deal with over a billion electorate which
is 60 to 70 percent of the whole demo-
cratic world, he said the Election
Commissions of SAARC nations have
to find innovative methods to deal with
the new problems in the electoral
field. Quraishi said, bitter political
competition, the use of money power
and apathy of citizens in the electoral
process call for innovative methods
and strategies, for which he suggested
use of modern technology. Election
Commissioners V S Sampath and H S
Brahma emphasised on continuous
exchange of experience and expertise
among the SAARC electoral
bodies. The three-day conference
brings together the Chief Election
Commissioners and senior election
officials of the region on a common
platform to share best practices in
election administration and manage-
ment. 

Bangladesh hosted the first confer-
ence in May 2010 and the second
conference was held at Islamabad last
year. Some of the issues to be dis-
cussed include empowerment of
election management bodies, inclusive
elections, voters education, controlling
money power in elections and technol-
ogy for cost-effective elections. The
discussions will also focus on the final
shape of the Forum of SAARC Election
Management Bodies, which was
agreed at the last Conference held in
Islamabad. Participants in the confer-
ence include Fazel Ahmad Manawi,
Chairman, Independent Election
Commission of Afghanistan, Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad, Chief Election
Commissioner of Bangladesh, Dasho
Kunzang Wangdi, Chief Election
Commissioner of Bhutan and Neel
Kantha Upreti, Chief Election Commis-
sioner of Nepal. Ibrahim Waheed,
Commissioner, Maldives, Justice
Muhammad Roshan Essani, Member,
Election Commission of Pakistan and
Mahinda Deshapriya, Commissioner of
Elections of Sri Lanka are also taking

Current Events
JPMorgan $2 bn trading loss

spooks bank stocks
JPMorgan Chase & Co lost $15 billion in market value and a notch in its credit
ratings on Friday while a chorus of regulators and politicians reacted to its
surprise $2 billion trading loss by demanding stiffer oversight for the banking
industry. The loss by one of Wall Street's most respected banks embarrassed
chief executive Jamie Dimon, a leader lauded for steering his bank through the
fallout from the 2008 financial crisis without reporting a loss.
The loss also invited regulatory scrutiny for a man who had all but led the
charge to limit it, criticizing the so-called Volcker rule to ban proprietary trading
by big banks.
The New York Times reported that the Securities and Exchange Commission
has opened a preliminary investigation into JPMorgan's accounting practices
and public disclosures about the trading loss.
The debacle sparked new fears about big banks and prompted Dallas Federal
Reserve Bank President Richard Fisher, who has called for the breakup of the
top five U.S. banks, to say he is worried the biggest banks do not have ad-
equate risk management.
The fallout extended across much of the banking sector, with shares of some of
Wall Street's top names declining on Friday. Among others, Citigroup dropped
4.2 per cent, Goldman Sachs fell 3.9 per cent and Bank of America slipped 1.9
per cent.
JPMorgan was far away the worst performer, however, falling 9.3 per cent on a
day when some 212 million of its shares traded, the most volume in its history.
Fitch Ratings cut JPMorgan's debt ratings a notch and put all of the ratings of
the bank and its subsidiaries on negative ratings watch.
While Fitch saw the size of the loss as manageable, "the magnitude of the loss
and ongoing nature of these positions implies a lack of liquidity," the ratings
agency said.
Standard & Poor's put JPMorgan and its banking units on a negative outlook,
but affirmed its current ratings.
In a conference call disclosing the problem on Thursday, Dimon said the $2
billion in losses could rise by a further $1 billion, and acknowledged they were
linked to a London-based credit trader Bruno Iksil. Nicknamed the 'London
Whale,' Iksil amassed an outsized position which hedge funds bet against.
The Federal Reserve Bank of New York, meanwhile, had been aware of
JPMorgan's big trading loss and is currently monitoring the situation, according
to a source close to the situation.
The Fed, which is JPMorgan's primary regulator, aims to ensure banks are
sufficiently capitalized to withstand such trading mistakes, not to prevent them,
the source said.The Democrat co-authored the 2010 Dodd-Frank financial
reform law designed to avoid a repeat of the recent credit crisis.

Aamir Khan’s show Satyamev Jayate, which has garnered a positive response
from TV viewers, has got stuck in a copyright issue filed against Ram Sampath, the
music composer of the title track, by Palash Sen the lead singer of Euphoria.
According to reports, Sen claims that the chorus of the song Satyamev Jayate has
been lifted from his band's old song which was also named Satyamev Jayate. The
band has requested the team of Satyamev Jayate to give them credit for the song.
Music composer Ram Sampath claims his team is preparing for a strong fitting
reply and has requested people to listen to the two songs before jumping to con-
clusions.
"Satyamev Jayate is a show that raises important, pertinent issues of national
concern and I would not like attention to be diverted from them. Therefore, I am
more than happy to clear my name in court as I have great faith in the Indian
judiciary. Our team is preparing a strong fitting reply. I also request people to listen
to the two songs before jumping to conclusions," Ram Sampath said in a state-
ment.
Palash Sen's PR Manager said, "Since the band has been touring and performing
at concerts we got to know about it late. A fan posted it on the Facebook page and
that is how we got to know about it. We sent a legal notice to Star India and Aamir Khan Productions on Saturday." "We
have not yet received any response on it. Our legal team will be in touch with their legal advisers. We just want them to
give us credit because the entire song is around the chorus of our song Satyamev Jayate from our album in the year,"
Sen's PR Manager added.
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GOOGLE ADDS AUTO-
TRANSLATE TO GMAIL
Google is bringing translate feature to Gmail which will let users translate mails
automatically into their own language. Google had integrated the translate
feature in Google Labs in 2009, and after the successful reception of the
feature it has decided to launch the facility in related stories Gmail goes down
worldwide, users suffer Gmail solves the mystery of spam mail Gmail.
If you get a mail in a foreign language, you can click on the Translate message
in the header at the top of the message and voila, the message will appear in
your language. If you're bi-lingual and don't need translation for that language,
you can turn off the translation by clicking on Turn off.
According to Google's official blog, "If you'd like to automatically have mes-
sages in a language translated into your language, click Always Translate. If
you accidentally turned off the message translation features for a particular
language, or don't see the Translate message header on a message, click on
the down arrow next to Reply at the top-right of the message pane and select
the Translate message option in the drop-down."
While Google is enhancing Gmail with two features from Google Labs: Title
Tweaks and Smart Mute, it is also shutting less popular features like Old
Snakey, Mail Goggles, Mouse Gestures, Hide Unread Counts, Move Icon
Column, Inbox Preview, Custom Date Formats and SMS in Chat gadget.

part in the
conference. Representatives from
UNDP, SAARC Secretariat and former
Chief Election Commissioner J
Lyngdoh, are attending the Conference
as special invitees.

Human rights
showdown
awaits Clinton
in Beijing
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton arrived Wednesday in Beijing,
where a tense human rights showdown
awaits over the fate of a blind Chinese
lawyer said to be under U.S. protection
after escaping from house arrest.
The issue of Chen Guangcheng’s
future threatens to overshadow this
year’s round of high-level strategic and
economic talks between the world’s
two biggest economic powers.
Publicly, the U.S. and Chinese govern-
ments have said nothing about the
Chen case. Neither side wants the
biggest human-rights issue between
the two since Tiananmen Square to
damage a working relationship be-
tween the world’s top importer and
exporter, and between the world’s
biggest military and the fastest devel-
oping.
Chen, a 40-year-old lawyer who ex-
posed forced abortions and steriliza-
tions as part of China’s one-child
policy, was delivered into the protection
of U.S. diplomats in Beijing late last
week, according to fellow activists.
They say American and Chinese
officials are intensely discussing his
fate, which could mean getting political
asylum in the United States or staying
in China, which Chen has told some
activists he prefers.
Questioned on Chen’s future, Presi-
dent Barack Obama on Monday
dodged the issue at a Washington
news conference, declining to confirm
that he was under U.S. protection in
China or that American diplomats were
attempting to negotiate an agreement
for him to receive asylum.
“Obviously, I’m aware of the press
reports on the situation in China, but
I’m not going to make a statement on
the issue,” the president said. “Every
time we meet with China the issue of
human rights comes up.”
The Obama administration has sig-
naled that the global economy, North
Korea, Iran and Sudan — issues in
which millions of lives are at stake —
are more important in U.S.-Chinese
relations. And it is refusing to say if
Chen will even be a topic of discussion
this week.
The president’s options are limited.
Pressing the issue too hard may
prompt a backlash from China, which
the U.S. relies on for foreign capital
and support in trying to lead the global
economic recovery, deal with North
Korea and Iran’s nuclear programs and
prevent a potential war between Sudan
and South Sudan.
But facing a tough fight for re-election
in November, Obama cannot afford to
ignore the situation. Doing nothing to

help a visually impaired, self-taught
lawyer who has fought against forced
abortions and corruption in China
would open Obama to attacks from his
presumed Republican opponent, Mitt
Romney.
Romney and several Republican
lawmakers already have demanded
that Obama not back down to Beijing.
Handing over Chen without adequate
safeguards would also draw intense
criticism from the human rights commu-
nity in the United States, one of
Obama’s core constituencies.
1. Other political news of note
1. Obama hails the future of a ‘new
kind of relationship with Afghanistan
Wrapping up a surprise visit to Af-
ghanistan, President Barack Obama
made a televised address from the
war-torn country to discuss an agree-
ment he signed that afternoon with
President Hamid Karzai.
2. Gov. Christie supports Gov. Walker
as he faces recall
3. Obama, Romney engage over bin
Laden decision
4. Santorum wants promises from
Romney before backing
5. Obama challenges Romney on past
comments on bin Laden
“The U.S. government has a moral
obligation to ensure that Chen
Guangcheng, his family and any who
aided his Houdini-like escape from
house arrest are either granted asylum
in the United States or are not mis-
treated if any of them choose to stay in
China,” said Frank Jannuzi, head of
Amnesty International’s Washington
office.
Bob Fu of the Texas-based group
ChinaAid, who has been in touch with
people close to Chen, said Tuesday he
had no direct word from the lawyer’s
wife and two children, but understood
from people living in the same locality
that they were still at their home in
Shandong province.
Chen’s older brother, Chen Guangfu, is
still missing, he said. Rights activists
say the brother was detained last
week.
But Chen’s nephew, Chen Kegui, has
contacted a human rights lawyer and
does not appear to be in custody, Fu
said. He had reportedly gone missing
last Friday after a confrontation with
men outside his house in the same
village.
The key to resolving the situation may
well rest with an aging cadre at the top
of China’s Communist Party, who could
either promise protection for Chen and
his family in China or allow him to
leave the country, possibly even to
Hong Kong or Macao, as they prepare
for their own leadership transition later
this year.
Activists say Chen prefers to stay in
China if his safety and that of his family
can be guaranteed. That would require
national leaders to step in and pro-
tected Chen from local officials, who’ve
kept him and his wife confined at home
since his September 2010 release from
four years in prison on charges that
supporters say were fabricated.
The ouster of powerful Chinese politi-
cian Bo Xilai following a deputy’s visit
to the U.S. consulate in Chengdu in

Francois Hollande is to be
France's new president

Socialist leader Francois
Hollande is to be France's new
president, winning just under
52% of Sunday's vote. The
result means Nicolas Sarkozy is
the first French president since
1981 not to win a second term
The result means Nicolas
Sarkozy is the first French
president since 1981 not to win
a second term. I work in the
private sector for a technology
company.
The area I live in - Grenoble - is quite prosperous, there are several private
sector firms here providing employment.
I think a lot of people feel that Sarkozy caused too much damage to the French
people and to France as a country, as an institution.
He built communities up against each other and took a very economically
liberal stance - far too liberal a stance for France - promoting money and
success, whatever that means, as the sole criteria for evaluation.
And he has damaged some of our institutions, degrading the figure of the
president, and of the republic. He basically deconstructed the French social
system that is at the heart of the French way of life.
Francois Hollande has been smart enough to behave in exactly the opposite
way all along the campaign - so overall, the desire to get rid of Nicolas Sarkozy
was probably the main reason that got him elected.
Whether Mr Hollande will succeed in rebuilding the nation - which has probably
never been so "split" in recent years - it's hard to tell.
He is capable, no doubt about that. And he has the will, at least for now... but
how far he can hold against the financial lobby, and against its European
partners, is a different question.
He will need to quickly implement a couple of early, down to earth measures
for the unemployed, and for the lower middle class, so as to gain momentum
for more in-depth, harder to "cash on" reforms.
As long as he stays on a left-wing, social path, he will keep the French people
with him. But if he goes too far to the centre, denying the possibility of an
"alternative" to austerity, he will get in trouble, and Jean-Luc Melenchon will be
on his back.

February has already embarrassed the
party. It doesn’t want to lose more face
over Chen, whose case was raised
repeatedly by American officials,
including Clinton, until the information
blackout began last week.
Clinton also declined to talk Monday
about Chen but said she would raise
human rights issues at the upcoming
meetings in Beijing.
“A constructive relationship includes
talking very frankly about those areas
where we do not agree, including
human rights,” she told reporters.
Human rights talk has angered Beijing
for decades and it has criticized the
U.S. approach as lecturing. Clinton
made waves on her first trip abroad as
secretary of state when she said
human rights could not dominate the
entire agenda with China at the ex-
pense of other pressing issues. Her
comments drew fire at the time, but the
relationship has clearly evolved as
global priorities have shifted.
China in the 1990s was in need of
foreign investment and diplomatic
partners and was willing to send jailed
dissidents into exile to get them. But
Beijing sees little need for such con-
cessions now, with its diplomatic clout
and coffers bulging with foreign ex-
change.
Activists said the top U.S. diplomat for
Asia, Kurt Campbell, had been in
intensive discussions in Beijing to
strike a deal over Chen before Clinton
and Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner’s arrival. Those efforts were
continuing Tuesday, according to
activists.

TCS overtakes
Reliance as
India’s most
valued firm
Tata group firm Tata Consultancy
Services on Wednesday replaced
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Indus-
tries as the country's most valued
company in terms of market capitaliza-
tion, as investors rallied behind the
shares of the IT giant.
At the end of Wednesday’s trade, TCS
commanded a market value of Rs
2,48,116 crore, higher than Reliance
Industries'  Rs 2,43,413 crore.
While RIL shares fell 0.25 per cent in
an overall lacklustre market, TCS
shares rallied smartly by 1.83 per cent
on robust buying interest among the
investors.
TCS has been steadily closing the gap
with RIL in terms of market valuation
for the last few trading sessions. The IT
firm's lead over RIL in terms of market
value is about Rs Rs 4,703 crore or
less than two per cent currently.
Way back in 2006, RIL had toppled
ONGC to emerge as the country's
most valued firm and has largely
managed to stay on the top since then,
except for a few brief periods in the
last ten months.
However, a relatively weaker perfor-
mance by other blue-chip stocks
helped RIL regain its position as the
top-weighted stock on the Indian stock
market's key indices, Sensex and Nifty,
from the FMCG giant ITC.
At the market closing, RIL commanded
a weight of 9.23 per cent, pushing ITC
to the second spot with a 9.22 per cent
weightage in the Sensex.
ITC had first replaced RIL as the most
influential stock on Indian bourses on
April 17, but the very next day the
energy major regained the top-
weighted stock status on the BSE
Sensex, pushing the FMCG giant down
to the second slot.
However, from April 19 till April 30, ITC
remained the most influential stock on
both Sensex and Nifty, pushing RIL to
second position.
While the market weightage is deter-
mined by the free-float market capitali-
zation (value of non-promoter shares),
the overall market value includes
valuation of promoter shares as well.
RIL has been India's most valued firm
for many years, till it lost the pole
position briefly in August 2011 to Coal
India. It regained the top slot later but
was briefly overtaken by another state-
run firm, ONGC, soon thereafter.
On August 17, 2011, Coal India had
toppled RIL as the country's most
valued company, ending the corporate
giant's over four-year reign at the top
of the market valuation charts.
Later, India's biggest software services
firm TCS pipped RIL to become the
largest company by market value on
the last day of trading in 2011. How-
ever, RIL soon regained its top posi-
tion, but was overtaken by TCS again
on Wednesday.
A company's market capitalization is
determined by multiplying its share
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price with total number of shares.
At the end of today's trade, TCS was
followed by RIL, ONGC, CIL and ITC
among the five most valued compa-
nies.

India in-
principle
agrees to
allow
investments
from Pakistan
India has in-principle agreed to allow
foreign direct investment (FDI) from
Pakistan, a move expected to enhance
commercial engagement and boost
trade between the two countries,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Anand Sharma said on May 2, 2012.
"During discussions, both sides agreed
upon the desirability of promoting
bilateral investments and removing
impediments for such investments and
to start the transition process for
normalisation of trading of goods and
services, including investment,"
Sharma told lawmakers.
In written reply to a question in Rajya
Sabha on whether India has decided
in-principle to allow FDI from Pakistan,
Sharma said "yes".
"The move is expected to enhance the
commercial engagement and bilateral
trade between India and Pakistan," he
said.
Sharma said his ministry has re-
quested the ministry of finance to
amend the Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA) to allow FDI from
Pakistan.
"The ministry of finance has been
requested to take steps to appropri-
ately amend the relevant FEMA regula-
tions," he said.
Pakistan is the only country from
where investment is not permitted in
India.
The proposal envisages allowing
investments from Pakistan through the
government approval route. It will
require scrutiny by the Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion Board, wherein rel-
evant considerations, including security
issues will be taken into account.

Oetzi the
Iceman's
blood is
world's oldest
Researchers studying Oetzi, a 5,300-
year-old body found frozen in the
Italian Alps in 1991, have found red
blood cells around his wounds.
Blood cells tend to degrade quickly,
and earlier scans for blood within
Oetzi's body turned up nothing.
Now a study in the Journal of the Royal
Society Interface shows that Oetzi's
remarkable preservation extends even
to the blood he shed shortly before
dying.
The find represents by far the oldest
red blood cells ever observed. It is just
the latest chapter in what could be
described as the world's oldest murder
mystery.
Since Oetzi was first found by hikers
with an arrow buried in his back,
experts have determined that he died
from his wounds and what his last
meal was.
There has been extensive debate as to
whether he fell where he died or was
buried there by others.
In February, Albert Zink and colleagues
at the Eurac Institute for Mummies and
the Iceman in Bolzano, Italy published
Oetzi's full genome.
An earlier study by the group, pub-
lished in the Lancet, showed that a
wound on Oetzi's hand contained
haemoglobin, a protein found in blood -
but it had long been presumed that red
blood cells' delicate nature would have
precluded their preservation.
Prof Zink and his colleagues collabo-
rated with researchers at the Center for
Smart Interfaces at the University of
Darmstadt in Germany to apply what is
known as atomic force microscopy to
thin slices of tissue taken from an area
surrounding the arrow wound.
The technique works using a tiny metal
tip with a point just a few atoms across,
dragged along the surface of a
sample. The tip's movement is tracked,
and results in a 3-D map at extraordi-
nary resolution.
The team found that the sample from
Oetzi contained structures with a tell-
tale "doughnut" shape, just as red
blood cells have.
To ensure the structures were pre-
served cells and not contamination of
some kind, they confirmed the find

using a laser-based technique called
Raman spectroscopy - those results
also indicated the presence of haemo-
globin and the clot-associated protein
fibrin.
That, Prof Zink explained, seems to
solve one of the elements of the
murder mystery.
"Because fibrin is present in fresh
wounds and then degrades, the theory
that Oetzi died some days after he had
been injured by the arrow, as had once
been mooted, can no longer be up-
held," he said.
The team also suggest that their
methods may prove to be of use in
modern-day forensics studies, in which
the exact age of blood samples is
difficult to determine.

Trade will
create
increased
space for
Indo-Pak ties:
Khar
Underlining that enhanced trade will
create increased space, Foreign
Minister Hina Rabbani Khar has called
on India to show flexibility and meet
Pakistan half way in normalising
relations and resolving core issues like
the dispute over Jammu and Kashmir.
The two countries must not forget
history but they should be able to learn
lessons from past hostilities and look
towards a future of greater cooperation
in areas like trade, Khar said while
addressing a conference of Indian and
Pakistani businessmen in Lahore.
Bilateral trade will create increased
space to look for solutions to the core
issue of Jammu and Kashmir and all
other important issues, she said.

Socialist
Francois
Hollande wins
French
presidency
Francois Hollande was elected

France's first Socialist president in
nearly two decades on Monday, deal-
ing a humiliating defeat to incumbent
Nicolas Sarkozy and shaking up
European politics.
The result will have major implications
for Europe as it struggles to emerge
from a financial crisis and for France,
the eurozone's second-largest
economy and a nuclear-armed perma-
nent member of the UN Security
Council.
Hollande won the vote with about 52
percent, according to several estimates
from polling firms based on ballot
samples, becoming France's first
Socialist president since Francois
Mitterrand left office in 1995.
Joyful crowds gathered in Hollande's
adopted hometown of Tulle and in
Paris to celebrate his victory.
"We are rid of a poison that was
blighting our society. A normal presi-
dent! It gives us a lot to dream about,"
said Didier Stephan, a 70-year-old
artist who was among throngs of
supporters at Paris's Place de la
Bastille.
Even before polls closed and broad-
casters released estimates, supporters
were chanting "President Hollande!"
and "We Won!" at the iconic square.
Sarkozy urged leaders of his right-wing
UMP party to remain united after his
defeat, but warned he would not lead it
into June's parliamentary elections,
according to political sources present
at a meeting at his headquarters.
Hollande led in opinion polls through-
out the campaign and won the 22nd
April first round with 28.6 percent to
Sarkozy's 27.2 percent -- making the
right-winger the first-ever incumbent to
lose in the first round.
Grey skies and rain showers greeted
voters across much of France, but
turnout was high, hitting 71.96 percent
at 5 pm (local time) according to
interior ministry figures. More than 46
million people were eligible to vote.
The election was marked by fears over
European Union-imposed austerity and
economic globalisation, and Hollande
has said his first foreign meeting will be
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel
-- the key driver of EU budget policy.
The 57-year-old Socialist has vowed to
renegotiate the hard-fought fiscal
austerity pact signed by EU leaders in
March and to make it focus more on
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Putin sworn-in for a third
term as Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Monday vowed to protect people's rights and freedoms in his
new six-year tenure as Russian President, as he was sworn in for a record third
term after winning polls marred by rigging allegations.
"I swear on the power invested in me as president of the Russian Federation to
respect and protect the rights and freedom of its citizens," Putin said, his right
hand placed on a red-bound copy of the Russian Constitution as he officially
took over reins from Dimitry Medvedev.

In a brief but glittering ceremony, Putin, 59, hailed a "reborn" Russia and prom-
ised a new stage in its development.
Putin, who was president of the former Soviet republic from 2000-2008, re-
turned to claim the presidency after an absence of four years in which he
served as prime minister.
Putin was forced to step down in 2008 by a Constitutional clause that forbids
more than two subsequent terms, but is silent on further presidential stints.
He then shifted to the post of prime minister after installing his protege
Medvedev in the Kremlin, but remained by far Russia's most powerful politician.
Putin, a former KGB officer, won a third term as president in controversial
elections in March which were marked by allegations of vote rigging in favour of
his United Russia party.
The chorus of anti-Putin voices has increased in recent months, with several
protests erupting out against his domination of the Russian polity for 12 years
first as president and then as prime minister.
Yesterday, thousands of protesters opposed to the inauguration clashed with
police in Moscow.
Prominent opposition activists Alexei Navalny, Sergei Udaltsov and Boris
Nemtsov were among dozens detained. If he completes his six-year term, Putin
will be the longest serving Russian leader since Joseph Stalin.

growth, but is facing resistance from
Merkel.
The French vote coincides with an
election in Greece, where voters were
also expected to punish the incumbent
parties for landing the country in its
bleak economic state.
Anger over sputtering economies has
brought down leaders from Ireland to
Portugal since the debt crisis washed
over the European continent.
Hollande has said he will move quickly
to implement his traditionally Socialist
tax-and-spend programme, which calls
for boosting taxes on the rich, increas-
ing state spending and hiring some
60,000 teachers.
Sarkozy fought a fierce campaign,
saying a victory for Hollande would
spark market panic and financial chaos
and calling him a "liar" and "slanderer"
in the final days of the race.
But Sarkozy failed to overcome deep-
rooted anger at meagre economic
growth and increasing joblessness,
and disappointment after he failed to
live up to the promises of his 2007
election.
Sarkozy, 57, was also deeply unpopu-
lar on a personal level, with many
voters turned off by his flashy "bling
bling" lifestyle -- exemplified by his
marriage to former supermodel Carla
Bruni -- and aggressive behaviour.
Hollande has vowed to be a "normal
president" in contrast with Sarkozy, but
some have raised concerns over his
lack of experience.
Hollande, a long-time Socialist party
leader and local lawmaker from the
central Correze region, has never held
a top government post.

India, B’desh
hold first JCC
meet
India and Bangladesh on Monday held
the first joint consultative commission
meeting which was co-chaired by
External Affairs Minister S M Krishna
and his Bangladeshi counterpart Dipu
Moni in New Delhi.
A host of strategic bilateral issues,
including trade, power, extradition
treaty, Teesta water treaty and bound-
ary implementation agreement were
discussed during the meeting.
On the Teesta water India assured
Bangladesh of early solution to the
issue after consultations with all the
stakeholders.
The JCC was formed under the frame-
work agreement on development and
cooperation signed during Prime
Minster Dr. Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Dhaka in September last year.

Krishna
Poonia sets
new national
record, wins
silver in
Hawaii
Commonwealth Games gold medallist
and Olympics-bound woman discus
thrower Krishna Poonia created a new
national record on Monday, she won
silver medal at the Altius Track Crew
Throwdown meet in Maui Island,
Hawaii.
After her first attempt was called foul,
Krishna threw the discus to 56.96,
64.76, 62.68, 61.55 and 63.68 meters
respectively to end her campaign on
an impressive note in the Hawaii event.
Reigning Olympic champion Stephanie
Brown Trafton of USA won the gold
medal with a throw of 66.86 meters,
while Gia Lewis-Smallwood pocketed
the bronze with an effort of 63.97
meters.
Krishna, who had qualified for the
London Olympics after clinching a gold
medal in the women's discus throw
event of the Fling Throw Meet in
Portland, USA earlier this summer, is
ecstatic after ending her long wait of
breaking the national record.
Krishna's husband and Coach Virendar
Poonia hoped that his wife would cross
the 65 meters mark in the upcoming
London Olympics.

No proposal
for
privatisation
of water
resources:
Govt
The government on Monday said there
was no proposal for privatisation of

water resources, but would encourage
public-private partnership (PPP) mode
for effective utilisation of the scarce
natural resource.
"Privatisation is not being done and it
cannot be done," Water Resources
Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal said in
the Rajya Sabha during the Question
Hour and added that a river cannot be
given to a private party.
In the proposed new water policy, the
Centre would emphasis that states
should adopt PPP mode to ensure
effective use of water available.
"PPP doesn't mean privatisation of
water sector," he said, adding the
intention is to use the private resources
for public purpose.
Bansal said the PPP mode for distribu-
tion is being effectively used in several
parts of the country, including Salt
Lake (Kolkata), Mysore, Hubli, Latur,
Haldia and Kolapur.
Though water is a state subject, the
proposed policy would act as guideline
for state governments to follow, he
said.

Devendro
settles for
silver in
Kazakhstan
President's
Cup
Olympics-bound Indian boxer L
Devendro Singh (49kg) had to be
content with a silver medal finish at the
International Republic of Kazakhstan
President's Cup after losing in the
finals in Almaty.
The 20-year-old, who beat Olympian
and 2010 Asian Games silver-medalist
Birzhan Zakipov in the semis, was up
against Cuba's top light flyweight boxer
and a bronze medal winner at the 2010
Youth World Boxing Championships --
Yosvany Veitia -- in the title clash.
He started well keeping pace with his
Cuban opponent and after the opening
three minutes of play, the scores were
knotted at 4-4. But with the beginning
of the second round, Veitia, with his
sound defence and precise combina-
tions, took the game away from the
Indian boxer.
Devendro attacked vigorously in the
final round but could not penetrate
Veitia's guard as much as he would
have liked. In the end he lost the bout
on points 11:15.
"It was a difficult bout and the Cuban
had a sound technique, I tried hard to
get inside and fight but did not get
many chances to score. Nonetheless I
am happy with my performance; this
tour has been a big learning curve for
me and it will help a great deal in my
preparations for the Olympics," said
Devendro after his bout.
Chief National Coach Gurbax Singh
Sandhu, who is accompanying the
team, said, "Devendro did well to reach
the finals of the tournament, he beat
some good and experienced boxers
along the way.
"Like I said at the beginning of the tour,
it is the experience and learning from
tours like these that is important to us.
Winning medals is an added incentive
and motivation, it always helps."
Earlier, Asian Games silver medallist
Manpreet Singh (91kg) and debutant
Kanwar Preet Singh (+91kg) had to
settle for bronze medals after losing
out in the semifinals of their respective
weight categories.

Greek pro-
austerity
parties fall
short of
majority
Greece's two pro-austerity parties
missed an absolute majority in parlia-
mentary elections, data based on 99
percent of votes showed on Monday,
throws the Eurozone country into
political uncertainty.
The socialist Pasok party and the
conservatives of New Democracy (ND)
scored just 32.1 per cent between
them, down from 77.4 per cent in the
2009 vote, giving them 149 MPs in the
300-seat parliament, the interior minis-
try figures showed.
Five other parties opposed to the terms
of the country's two international
bailouts have won the other seats,
including the leftist Syriza with 52
seats, the right-wing Independent
Greeks with 33 and the communist
KKE with 26.
Neo-Nazi party Golden Dawn was set
to enter parliament for the first time

since the end of the military junta in
1974, gaining 21 seats, while the
Democratic Left garnered 19.
The outcome throws the Eurozone
country into political turmoil since poll
winner Antonis Samaras of New De-
mocracy, once he is formally tasked
with doing so by the president, will find
it hard to form a government.
As a repeat of the outgoing coalition
between Pasok and New Democracy
led by technocrat Prime Minister Lucas
Papademos will not have a majority in
seats, a possibility now will be fresh
elections.
Greece has secured two bailouts of
240 billion euros (USD 312.2 billion) in
return for promises of deep austerity
cuts that have already seen pensions
and salaries slashed by up to 40 per
cent.
Athens has already committed to
finding in June another 11.5 billion
euros (USD 15 billion) in savings in the
next two years. The country is in its
fifth year of recession and unemploy-
ment is at 40 per cent.

Russia
threatens to
destroy U.S.
missile shield
in Europe
Russia is ready to destroy U.S. missile
defense facilities in Europe if Moscow
considers them as real threats, De-
fense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov
warned May 11, 2012.
"(The deployment) raises our certain
concerns, therefore we will destroy the
missile defense," Serdyukov told
reporters in Russia's Black Sea resort
of Sochi.
He said that the Russian forces would
not need any additional means to fulfill
that task as the existing Iskander
missiles are capable to neutralize the
U.S. launching facilities.
Meanwhile, Serdyukov said Moscow is
still waiting for U.S. proposals on the
disputed missile defense system in
Europe.
Moscow has long opposed the deploy-
ment of U.S. missile defense facilities
near its borders and called for legally
binding guarantees from the United
States and NATO that the missile
shield is not targeting Russia.
Russia would never allow the creation
of a missile defense system that
destroys the strategic balance, Deputy
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said.
"Actually, missile defense is an illusion,
whatever how much money is invested
into it, just because we will never let
them built such a system and destroy
the strategic balance," Rogozin said
during a visit to the "NPO
Mashinostroyeniya" military-industrial
corporation.
Russia and NATO failed to reach any
consensus over the anti-missile issue
since they agreed to cooperate on a
European missile shield system in
November 2010.
Moscow has long opposed the deploy-
ment of the U.S.-led NATO missile
defense facilities near its borders and
wants legally binding guarantees from
the U.S. and NATO that the missile
defense shield is not targeting Russia.
Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Monday sought guarantees from the
United States that a U.S. missile
defense shield is not targeting Russia.
According to a presidential decree
signed by the newly inaugurated
president on May 7, 2012, Russia will
"consistently stand up for its policy
towards the creation of the U.S. global
missile defense system."
The country is "seeking guarantees
that it will not be directed against
Russia's nuclear deterrent forces," said
the decree which focuses on the
country's foreign policies.
Meanwhile, Putin instructed the gov-
ernment to take measures to seek
"stable and predictable interaction" with
the United States and close ties with
the European Union.
On relations with China, Putin called
on both countries to deepen their
strategic partnership of coordination.
The new president also said Russia
would play a bigger role within the
framework of the G8, the G20, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and the BRICS.
Putin was sworn in on May 7, 2012 as
Russian president, starting his third
term in the Kremlin following complet-
ing two consecutive terms from 2000 to
2008. The 59-year-old political veteran,
who served as prime minister from
2008 to 2012, signed a series of
decrees on Monday, which cover a
wide range of issues including
economy, foreign policies, military and

population.
After winning the elections in March,
Putin pledged that his first presidential
decrees would outline the road map of
Russia's development for the next
decades.

UN mission in
Syria
continues to
set up
deployment:
spokesman
The UN Supervision Mission in Syria
(UNSMIS) on Friday continued to step
up its deployment on the ground,
despite a series of blasts hit different
cities of the Middle East country, which
has been plunged into a crisis since
March 2011, a UN spokesman told
reporters here.
"On May 11, 2012, the mission had
145 observers and 56 civilian staff
deployed in Syria," UN spokesman
Martin Nesirky said at a daily news
briefing. "The mission is also carrying
out patrols, one day after the attacks
that took place in Damascus."
A powerful explosion went off near the
ruling party headquarters in Syria's
northern city of Aleppo on Friday
evening, reports said. This blast is the
second following the May 5 explosion
in the city, killing at least five people.
On Thursday, two suicide blasts rip
through Qazaz neighborhood in Dam-
ascus, killing 55 people in an attack
that targeted a military intelligence
building as employees were arriving at
work, reports said.
"On Thursday afternoon, in a press
statement, the members of the Secu-
rity Council condemned those attacks
in the strongest terms and expressed
their deep sympathy and sincere
condolences to the victims and their
families," the spokesman said.
With a total mandated strength of 300
unarmed military observers and addi-
tional civilian staff as required, the UN
mission continues to receive new
members on a daily basis as it ex-
pands its presence across the Middle
East country.
Despite the ongoing, but decreased
violence in parts of Syria, the United
Nations is working very hard to bring all
the 300 unarmed observers into the
Middle East country by the end of May,
Herve Ladsous, the UN under-secre-
tary-general for peacekeeping opera-
tions, told Xinhua in a recent interview.
"We are working very actively on this,
and we will actually achieve full deploy-
ment before the end of the month,"
Ladsous said.

Chavez says
treatment in
Cuba
successful
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez,
who seeks re-election in October,
announced Friday that his anti-cancer
radiotherapy treatment in Cuba had
been a success.
Chavez made the announcement
shortly after returning from Havana,
capital of Cuba, telling supporters that
he had "successfully completed" the
medical treatment in Havana.
In a lively televised speech at the
Simon Bolivar International Airport,
Chavez expressed his optimism that he
would get back to the front line of the
"battle" to promote socialist revolution
alongside the Venezuelan people.
Chavez, 57, traveled to Cuba on April
30 for a fifth round of radiation therapy
to treat cancer that doctors detected
on him last June. He has also under-
gone two operations, both to remove
cancerous tumors in his pelvic area.
The health problem is complicating his
bid to win a third six-year presidential
term and continue his socialist reforms.
Recent polls, however, have shown
that Chavez continues to enjoy the
overwhelming support of his people,
with nearly 60 percent of those sur-
veyed saying they would vote for him
in the presidential contest this fall.
Enditem.

Russia's
Medvedev to
submit new
government
lineup next
week
Russia's new Prime Minister Dmitry

Medvedev will submit the composition
of a new government to President
Vladimir Putin next May 14, 2012, the
government press service said Friday.
Under Russian laws, the prime minister
has to table the list of cabinet ministers
within seven days after the new
president's inauguration.
After his premiership was approved by
the State Duma, the lower house of
parliament, on Tuesday, Medvedev has
been busy working on the formation of
a new government.
Experts believe Medvedev is unlikely to
undertake any serious reshuffle of the
government led by former Prime
Minister Putin.
Putin was sworn in on Monday as
Russia's new president and nominated
former President Medvedev as prime
minister.

Rio+20
summit faces
challenge of
achieving
consensus:
Brazilian FM
Brazilian Foreign Minister Antonio
Patriota said Friday the biggest chal-
lenge for the upcoming Rio+20 summit
is to reach consensus and "to concili-
ate multiple interests."
Foreign Ministry spokesman Tovar
Nunes also said Brazil must promote
consensus and act as a bridge be-
tween different points of view, the
government news agency Agencia
Brasil quoted him as saying.
"As the host, Brazil must serve as a
bridge between different poles, seek-
ing the consolidation of a positive
agenda," the spokesman said.
The upcoming United Nations Confer-
ence on Sustainable Development, or
Rio+20, is scheduled to be held here
on June 20-22, marking the 20th
anniversary of the Earth Summit in the
city in 1992.
The conference is expected to provide
the world with an opportunity to
change its development model and set
a new standard on sustainable devel-
opment and the green economy.
So far, the heads of state or govern-
ment of 116 countries have already
confirmed their participation in the
conference, including France's presi-
dent-elect Francois Hollande and
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
But there will be some notable absen-
tees, including U.S. President Barack

Obama, who will concentrate on his re-
election campaign.
The European Parliament has can-
celed the plan to send representatives
to the conference, citing Rio's spiralling
hotel costs.
The representatives of BRICS coun-
tries, namely Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa, have con-
firmed their attendance.
Rio+20, the fourth major summit on
sustainable development since 1972,
will gather more than 50,000 partici-
pants from around the world.

IMF chief
welcomes
Spain's
measures to
bolster
banking
sector
The International Monetary Fund ( IMF)

chief Christine Lagarde on Friday

welcomed the latest efforts taken by

the Spanish authorities to strengthen

the country's banking sector.

"I strongly welcome the comprehensive

set of measures announced today by

the Spanish authorities. These mea-

sures offer an effective response to the

vulnerabilities of the banking system

while appropriately providing greater

transparency and differentiating the

needs of the various financial institu-

tions," Lagarde said in a statement.

"We endorse the authorities' approach

of significantly raising provisions as a

cushion against potential future losses,

of providing a government backstop to

those institutions that may need addi-

tional time, of restructuring and resolv-

ing the banks with state participation,

and of implementing an independent

diagnostic review of all banks' portfo-

lios to frame appropriately further

steps," said the managing director of

the global lender.

The Spanish government on Friday

announced new steps to protect the

country's banks against the risks

caused by loans going bad, two days

after it nationalized 45 percent of

Bankia, Spain's fourth biggest bank.

The full implementation of these

measures will help bolster confidence

and support the economy's return to

growth, she added.
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GOOD SCIENCE
& BAD SCIENCE ALGERIA'S RULING

PARTY WINS
LEGISLATIVE POLLS

Algeria's National Liberation Front and a sister party have won legislative
elections, defeating an Islamist alliance. Dahou Ould Kablia, interior minis-
ter, said on May 11, 2012 the National Liberation Front took 220 seats and
its sister party in government, the National Democratic Rally, took 68 seats.
The two parties now form a majority in the 462-seat parliament.
The Islamist Green Alliance came in a distant third in May 10th elections

with just 48 seats. The alliance has denounced what it is calling fraud and

has threatened to take "the appropriate measures," without elaborating.

The new parliament will be entrusted with helping a new constitution as well

as set the stage for the all-important 2014 presidential elections.

Zineddine Tebbal, head of foreign relations for the Movement for the Soci-

ety of Peace (MSP) party, part of the Green Alliance, told Al Jazeera the

results did not show "the reality of Algeria's political arena".

He said the outcome had been "manipulated" and would be rejected.

"Any measures we take will be peaceful and will be within the law ... and we

can co-ordinate with other parties to have a common position," Tebbal said.

Turnout for the vote widely viewed as a test of the ruling elite's legitimacy

was 42.9 per cent, said the government.

The figure, announced on Thursday evening by Kablia, marked an improve-

ment on turnout at the last elections in 2007 and was claimed by some an

endorsement for recent political reforms introduced in the wake of the Arab

Spring.

Speaking on the North African country's only channel in front of a framed

picture of President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, Kablia declared that the turnout

was "remarkable" and that the results confirmed Algeria's democratic

credentials.

While many opposition activists said the official figure had probably been

inflated, calls for boycotts appeared not to have achieved the massive

abstention some were predicting.

Still, the fact that more than half of eligible voters did not go to the polls was

no surprise in a climate of mistrust and cynicism against the parliamentary

system, which many Algerians view as nothing more than a veneer for the

military government.

The ruling FLN has dominated the country's political life since the country

won independence from France 50 years ago.

These elections were expected to make more room in parliament for a
coalition of Islamist parties, competing under the umbrella of the Green
Alliance, as well as for the secular opposition Socialist Forces Front (FFS).
"It seems there's been a manipulation of the results," Kamel Mida, press
officer for the MSP, told Al Jazeera by phone.
Statistics collected by the Green Alliance's own observers gave the coalition
101 out of 462 seats, he said.
The authorities had set up special voting booths for security forces, where
100 per cent of votes appear to have been given to the FLN.
"We will wait and see what results they announce, and then we will meet
with the other opposition parties to decide how we will react," Mida said.
Unlike the Islamist parties that have come to power in Morocco, Libya,
Tunisia and Egypt, the Green Alliance has worked closely with the govern-
ment.
The FFS said in a statement on Friday that it recognised "the motivations
for the abstention in peaceful protest, brought about by years of fraud, of
predation and authoritarian contempt for freedoms and citizens' rights".
"A sharp divide has been drawn between activists engaged in peaceful
protest in favour of democratic change, and those who prefer dirty money
and depolitisation," Ali Laskri, the lefist opposition party's general secretary,
said in a statement. By allowing more room for some opposition parties,
critics of the regime say that the military is simply managing the process so
as to maintain its grip on power. Bouteflika began the reforms with a speech
in April 2011. After the legislative election, the next step in this reform
process would most likely be to name a prime minister to replace Ahmad
Ouyahia. In the lead-up to Thursday's vote, the government had earlier said
a turnout of 45 per cent would be a "success" and Bouteflika made a plea
to young Algerians to at least cast blank votes rather than abstaining.
The official turnout appeared sufficiently high to suggest the generals'
strategy of gradual reforms had been a success, Le Matin, an independent
daily newspaper, wrote in an editorial published. "For now, the 'Arab Spring'

chapter is closed, and Algeria is settling into a new era of uncertainty," the

paper wrote. "The voter turnout for the legislatives, even if it only reached

42 per cent, is more than enough to ensure the credibility of the democratic

process by which the national assembly has been elected and to reinforce

their legitimacy," the paper continued.

The generals’ decision to respond to the Arab Spring by "substantially

widening the political cliental" that benefits from their monopoly on power,

by ensuring that members of the security forces, government bureaucrats

and some opposition parties were given a greater share of the pie, Le Matin

wrote, had avoided more radical change.

The official turnout figures revealed that consent was much lower in some

parts of the population. In Algiers, the capital, only 30.95 per cent cast

ballots, according the official statistics. In Tizi-Ouzou, the capital of the

Kabylie region which has been the historic centre of popular uprisings, only

19.84 per cent of the eligible population voted. Only 14 per cent voted
among Algerians living abroad.

OPINION - EDITORIAL

Work on mutant flu caused a furore,
but is far from the only subject in which
risks might outweigh benefits.
It sounds like a great idea: experimen-
tally mutate a rare but deadly virus so
that scientists can do a better job of
recognizing dangerous emerging
strains. But it also sounds like a terrible
idea — the studies could create a virus
that is easier to transmit and produce
findings that are useful to bioterrorists.
Last year's news that two research
teams had done exactly that with the
H5N1 bird flu virus was enough to
spread fear around the globe and
prompt a temporary moratorium on the
work. A US biosecurity panel has since
lifted its restrictions on publication of
the teams' findings in Nature and
Science, arguing that the work has
clear potential benefits, that the modi-
fied virus seems to be less lethal than
the original and that the data are
already circulating in the community.
But the episode has highlighted how
thin the line can be between research
that's a blessing and research that's a
threat.
Such fraught lines of enquiry exist in
many scientific fields. Some could
undermine global security, whereas
others could create painful ethical
dilemmas for families. The four ex-
amples Nature profiles here are hardly
a definitive list, but they do give a
sense of how frequently such conun-
drums arise — and show that scientists
must constantly ask themselves
whether the benefits outweigh the
risks.
A technology that could quickly and
efficiently separate radioisotopes for
nuclear power plants and nuclear
medicine is one that many physicists
might find irresistible. But isotope
separation is also key to making
nuclear weapons, so such a technol-
ogy could make it easier both to per-
form and to conceal illicit work on such
weapons.
Naturally occurring uranium ore is
mostly uranium-238, which cannot
sustain the kind of runaway chain
reaction required to produce an explo-
sion. Just 0.7% is fissile uranium-235.
Enriching that quantity to 3–5% makes
fuel for reactors. To make a bomb, it
must be enriched to more than 90%.
Because the chemistry of the various
isotopes is almost identical, sorting one
from another has always been one of
the major barriers to the proliferation of
nuclear weapons. Today's state-of-the-
art technology involves cascades of
thousands of centrifuges, and so
requires space, a massive amount of
electricity, precision-machined parts
and time.
Lasers can be more efficient. Tiny
differences in the mass of uranium
nuclei alter the energy levels of their
electron shells. Finely tuned lasers can
excite just the levels associated with
the desired isotope and, together with
other technology, can sort the uranium-
235 from the rest. The work can be
done quickly and secretly. In 2004, it
emerged that scientists in South Korea
had used lasers to enrich small quanti-
ties of uranium-235 to near weapons
purity in a matter of weeks. The work
went undetected for years before it
was eventually disclosed to interna-
tional inspectors.
Now, with the advent of cheap and
tuneable lasers, laser separation is
within relatively easy reach of physi-
cists the world over. A good example is
Mark Raizen at the University of Texas
at Austin, who is developing lasers to
separate medically important isotopes
such as calcium-48, used in the diag-
nosis of bone disorders; and nickel-64,
a promising agent for cancer therapy.
The world is facing a shortage of
medical isotopes1, Raizen says.
“People's lives will depend on finding
new sources.”
Raizen's technique is straightforward2:
finely tuned lasers push electrons in
the desired isotope into higher energy
states, temporarily changing the atoms'
magnetic moment. From that point, all
that is needed to sort the isotopes is a
large, static magnet.
Raizen says he is aware that working
with lasers and isotopes poses a
proliferation risk. But he argues that it
is unlikely that his technique will work

D.S. Rajput

well for heavy elements such as ura-
nium.
Others stress that laser-enrichment
technology should be undertaken with
caution. “I think the risks are high,”
says Francis Slakey, co-director of the
programme on science in the public
interest at Georgetown University in
Washington DC. Slakey, who has
openly opposed the commercialization
of laser isotope separation for creating
nuclear fuel3, would like to see a more
open debate in the community —
especially given that many physicists in
the field of atomic and molecular optics
could follow lines of enquiry similar to
Raizen's. “I think there's value in taking
a pause and reflecting,” Slakey says.
Raizen is pushing ahead, driven by the
excitement of using physics for the
good of society. As for the risks, “you
can't stop scientific ideas”, he says. If
he didn't do it, somebody else would.
He expects his first results, on light
atoms such as lithium, in a matter of
months.
Brain scanning or Big Brother?
A machine able to accurately read a
person's thoughts could be an extraor-
dinary boon — allowing security offi-
cials to catch terrorists before they act,
for example, or providing a new voice
to some brain-damaged patients who
cannot move or communicate. But
such a device could also be the stuff of
science-fiction nightmares, raising the
spectre of Big Brother and ever-vigilant
thought police.
That may be why the scientists doing
such 'mind-reading' research prefer to
call it 'brain scanning' or 'brain decod-
ing'. “The whole concept of 'mind'
comes with a lot of baggage,” says
Adrian Owen, a neuroscientist at the
University of Western Ontario in Lon-
don, Canada.
Nevertheless, these researchers have
made extraordinary progress in under-
standing the human mind. The key has
been functional magnetic resonance
imaging (fMRI), which allows research-
ers to monitor blood flow throughout
the brain. Blood flow is believed to be
a reasonable proxy for neural activity,
so fMRI gives a picture of the brain in
action.
Owen, for example, has worked with
patients who have been left in an
apparently vegetative state by trau-
matic injuries. By asking specific
questions to stimulate activity in differ-
ent parts of their brains, he has been
able to establish that around 16% of
such patients can respond4, suggest-
ing that they have at least some level
of awareness.
Jack Gallant, a neuroscientist at the
University of California, Berkeley, has
developed algorithms that track pat-
terns of activation in the visual cortex
as people watch videos. Reversing
those computer codes can create
shadowy movies of whatever people
are looking at. Gallant thinks that this
work could lead to even more ad-
vanced methods of communication
with locked-in patients, who are paraly-
sed but aware, or brain–machine
interfaces that allow people to operate
devices with their thoughts.
Going further still, John-Dylan Haynes,
a neuroscientist at the Charité Medical
University of Berlin, is looking for
intent. Haynes scans the brain to see
whether he can pick out patterns of
activity that correspond to a person's
decision to act. It works in simple
cases5: he can see whether an indi-
vidual decides to press a button up to
seconds before the button is pressed,
for example.
Whether this work could be extended
to real-world applications such as lie
detection or counter-terrorism is an-
other matter. For one thing, says
Gallant, each person's brain is differ-
ent; it's far from clear that scientists will
ever come up with a general-purpose
'mind-reading' algorithm applicable to
everyone. For another, says Haynes,
fMRI machines could not easily be
deployed in airports. Even if they were,
a simple shake of the head would
throw them off. “You can't build a
detector that says 'this person is going
to blow up a plane now',” Haynes says.

Nevertheless, even the prospect of
such a device raises hackles. “The

thought that someone could use a
machine to gain access to your most
secret inner thoughts is not pleasant,”
says Gallant.
Yet entrepreneurs are already dabbling
in this arena. Two US companies have
fielded fMRI lie-detection services, and
the world of advertising has embraced
the concept of 'neuromarketing' — the
use of fMRI and other techniques to
measure people's subconscious
emotional responses to stimuli. So far,
concerns raised by such efforts seem
hyped. Most courts have listened to
scientists' doubts about fMRI lie-
detection, and are not admitting them
as evidence, says Steven Laken, chief
executive of Cephos, an fMRI lie-
detection firm in Tyngsboro, Massachu-
setts. Neuromarketing “is even more
dubious”, says Haynes. But Gallant
thinks that the applications of the
technology will come. “It'll go way
further than you think,” he says.
Climate saviour or climate disaster?
To hear proponents talk, humanity's
best hope to escape the ravages of
global warming may be
geoengineering: manipulating Earth's
environment on a planetary scale. This
might involve solar-radiation manage-
ment — spraying tiny particles high into
the stratosphere, for example, where
they could cool things down by reflect-
ing some of the incoming sunlight. Or it
might involve the removal of carbon
dioxide, perhaps by seeding the ocean
with iron to create algal blooms that
would take up carbon dioxide from the
air and then carry it to the ocean floor
when they die.
To critics, geoengineering would be
reckless in the extreme — and might
further inflame the volatile politics of
climate change.
Witness the controversy that has
swirled around the UK-government-
funded Stratospheric Particle Injection
for Climate Engineering (SPICE)
project, which involves researchers
from the universities of Bristol, Cam-
bridge, Edinburgh and Oxford, as well
as the UK Met Office and Marshall
Aerospace in Cambridge. SPICE is a
proof-of-principle project designed to
test solar-radiation management. The
idea is to pump water up a 1-kilometre-
long hose and spray it into the air. The
altitude is too low to alter the climate,
and there is plenty of water vapour
already up there, says David Keith, a
geoengineering specialist at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts. “It doesn't pose a risk other than
the hose falling on someone's head,”
he says.
Nevertheless, environmentalists
sounded the alarm on SPICE as soon
as they caught wind of it last year.
Quite aside from geoengineering's
potential for unintended consequences
— such as accidentally shifting rainfall
patterns and triggering droughts —
there is a moral hazard to such work,
argues Pat Mooney, executive director
of the ETC Group, an environmental
organization based in Ottawa, Canada.
With climate negotiations stalled
around the world, the very presence of
such an experiment may make politi-
cians think that there's a way to wriggle
out of emissions caps. “It will be an
easy way for governments to sidestep
their obligations,” Mooney says.
ETC and other groups petitioned the
British government to halt SPICE last
autumn, saying it would hurt the
country's credibility in this year's cli-
mate talks in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. “It
did get a little bit bumpy at the time,”
says Phil Macnaghten, a geographer at
Durham University, UK, who is over-
seeing an ethical and societal assess-
ment of SPICE. In September 2011,
Macnaghten and others recommended
that the experiment pause while re-
searchers engage with the public and
interest groups — at present, it is still
on hold.
Mooney wants to see internationally
agreed rules that would include prohi-
bitions on geoengineering experiments
with transnational consequences until
major questions are answered. For
example, will geoengineering even
work? And what unintended conse-
quences might it have? But as global
temperatures continue to rise,
Macnaghten believes that, provided

researchers answer public concerns,
the science should be allowed to
continue. “When you don't know what
you don't know, then it's very hard to
know how to progress,” he says.
Baby blessing or Brave New World?
Within a pregnant mother's blood is
her unborn child's full genetic se-
quence. Soon, say geneticists, the
question will no longer be how to get at
it, but how to use it to understand the
baby's future behaviour and health —
and how to cope with the thorny ethical
issues that will inevitably ensue.
The key to this new form of prenatal
diagnosis lies in the fragments of DNA
that float freely through every person's
bloodstream. In pregnant women,
around 15% of that DNA comes from
the fetus, according to Dennis Lo, a
pathologist at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong, who is working to develop
fetal genetic screening with
Sequenom, a biotechnology company
based in San Diego, California.
The trick is figuring out which DNA
belongs to the fetus and which belongs
to the mother. Finding the father's
genetic contribution is easiest. Re-
searchers extract DNA from the ex-
pectant mother's blood and look for
variations in common with the father's
genetic code to separate his half of the
fetal DNA. The mother's half is tougher
to identify because it is identical to the
rest of the DNA in her blood. To find it,
researchers count the number of times
particular versions of genes are se-
quenced. Those held by the child and
mother will appear fractionally more
frequently than those held by the
mother alone.
Screens for specific diseases based on
this method are already nearing the
market, says Lo. Scientists can check
for Down's syndrome, a disorder that
arises when an embryo receives three
copies of chromosome 21, instead of
the usual two. The test is more than
95% sensitive, making it comparable to
more invasive tests such as amniocen-
tesis6. Because it carries no risk, Lo
believes that it will soon become nearly
universal.
It may sound positive that many more
parents will be forewarned of Down's
syndrome and other genetic diseases
such as cystic fibrosis, but it raises
some thorny societal questions, says
Henry Greely, a bioethicist at Stanford
University in California. With universal
screening, many more pregnancies
might be terminated — and women
who choose to carry a child with, say,
Down's syndrome to term could face
social and legal stigmas, he warns.
“There are countries that are very
concerned about mental retardation
and might be willing to enforce genetic
selection to avoid it,” he says. Private
insurers or public-health services might
resist paying for the care of disabled
children if their birth could have been
avoided. These dystopian develop-
ments aside, some patient advocates
fear that a sudden drop in the number
of children with these diseases could
mean less social support and fewer

research dollars for their conditions.

Going beyond targeted diseases, full

sequencing of the fetal genome is

technically possible and will soon be

affordable, says Stephen Quake, a

researcher at Stanford University who

works with Verinata Health, a fetal-

screening company in Redwood City,

California. And that, says Greely, will

raise even more contentious issues.

“People who come from a family with

Alzheimer's might choose to terminate

a pregnancy at high risk of Alzheimer's

even though that Alzheimer's might

occur 65 years into the future,” he says

— or might never occur at all, given

that it is currently impossible to predict

whether this condition or the vast

majority of other diseases will occur on

the basis of genetic information alone.

At present, there are no guidelines on

how to counsel prospective parents

about the avalanche of genetic infor-

mation they may be about to receive.

Lo says that he would be wary of

telling parents before birth about a

disease that could be cured within a

child's lifetime. “Who knows where

medical science will be in 60 years?”
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World's
smallest
mammoth
identified
Scientists at the British Natural History
Museum on Wednesday published
their findings in the journal Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society B, saying that
they identified the smallest mammoth
known to have existed.
The species was identified by re-
examining fossil teeth in the Natural
History Museum collection that were
originally collected by legendary fossil
hunter Dorothea Bate in 1904 in the
island Crete.
The research team retraced Bate's
footsteps on Crete to find new fossil
evidence that enabled them to recon-
struct the size of the dwarf mammoth.
Even adults of that species of mam-
moth were roughly the size of a mod-
ern baby African or Asian elephant,
approximately 1.1 meter tall and
weighed about 300 kg. Researchers
suggested they may have roamed
Crete as early as 3.5 million years ago.
"Dwarfism is a well-known evolutionary
response of large mammals to island
environments," said lead researcher
Dr. Victoria Herridge.
"Our findings show that on Crete,
island dwarfism occurred to an extreme
degree, producing the smallest mam-
moth known so far," she added.

Apple to drop
Google Maps
from iOS 6:
report
Apple will drop Google Maps from its
upcoming mobile platform iOS 6 in
favor of its own mapping system, it was
reported on May, 2012.
The application design is said to be
fairly similar to the current Google
Maps program on the iPhone, iPad and
iPod touch, but it is described as a
much cleaner, faster and more reliable
experience, said technology news
website 9to5mac, citing its trusted
sources.
Over the last few years, Apple has
been acquiring mapping companies
like Placebase, C3 Technologies and
Poly9. The acquisitions enable Apple
to create a complete mapping data-
base of its own instead of relying on
Google's solutions.
The most important aspect of the new
Apple Maps application, according to
the report, is a powerful 3D mode,
which is technology straight from C3
Technologies, a Swedish company
Apple bought last year.
Apple has been gradually pushing
Google Maps away. Last week, Apple
acknowledged that its iOS iPhoto app,
a photo-sorting tool for the iPad and
iPhone, had switched from Google
Maps data to OpenStreetMap data
since March. The app uses mapping
data to display the shoot location of
geotagged photos.
Apple is scheduled to hold its annual
Worldwide Developers Conference in
San Francisco from June 11 to 15. The
key announcement at this year's
conference is expected to be iOS 6,
the sixth generation of its mobile
operating system.

Singapore
scientists find
new way to
boost body's
immune
response
Scientists from Singapore's
Bioprocessing Technology Institute
(BTI) -- which is part of the Agency of
Science, Technology and Research --
have discovered a new way to boost
the body's defense against infectious
diseases, local TV Channel NewsAsia
reported on May 11, 2012.
The scientists have identified for the
first time the molecular "switch" which
directly triggers the body's "innate
immunity", or first line of defense
against pathogens. This molecular
"switch" is called Bruton's tyrosine
kinase (BTK).When turned on, it
activates the production of interferons -
- a potent class of virus killers that
enables the body to fight harmful
pathogens, such as dengue and
influenza viruses.
While there are anti-viral drugs to treat
influenza, the high rates of mutation
that are characteristic of the influenza

virus have made it difficult to treat
influenza with one universal drug or
vaccine.
As for dengue, there are currently no
clinically-approved vaccines or cures.
BTI said the discovery of BTK's role as
a critical "switch" which boosts the
body's anti-viral response paves the
way for developing anti-viral drugs that
target the BTK "switch" to fight infec-
tious diseases.
The research team from BTI extracted
a class of innate immune cells known
as macrophages from both normal
mice and from mice deficient in BTK
and challenged them with the dengue
virus. It found that the BTK-deficient
immune cells were unable to produce
interferons.
Hence, they had much higher viral
counts, compared with the healthy
immune cells that had high-levels of
interferons to fight the virus effectively.
Professor Kong-Peng Lam, acting
executive director of BTI and the head
of the immunology group that con-
ducted the research, was quoted as
saying that the study adds new insights
to the understanding of how the body's
innate immunity is triggered to create
an effective immune response.
It also shows how better understanding
in basic biological systems can lead to
more effective treatment strategies to
combat deadly viral diseases.

First
torchbearer
for Olympic
torch telay
announced
The London Organising Committee of
the Olympic and Paralympic Games
(LOCOG) has confirmed that the first
torchbearer for the Olympic torch relay
will be three-times Olympic gold medal-
list Ben Ainslie.
Ainslie will start the 70-day relay at the
Land's End Landmark signpost at
7.08am on 19 May. He grew up in
Cornwall and won gold medals in
sailing at the Beijing, Athens and
Sydney Olympic Games. He also won
a silver medal at the 1996 Games in
Atlanta.
Ainslie said: "I am extremely honoured
to be the first torchbearer at the start of
the 70-day Olympic torch relay. It will
be an amazing experience to be able
to carry the Olympic flame in the area
that I grew up in.
"I also want to congratulate the thou-
sands of other inspirational people who
will carry the torch this summer and
bring the excitement of the Games to
streets throughout the UK."
Seb Coe, Chairman of LOCOG said:
"Ben is the perfect person to start the
relay in Land's End as he grew up in
the area and is an inspirational sports-
man who has worked hard to achieve
his goals.
"He will kick off what will be an amaz-
ing celebration of people and places
from all over the UK in the run up to
the Olympics Games this summer."
Ainslie is one of 8,000 torchbearers
who will carry the Olympic flame during
the relay.
On leaving Land's End, the Olympic
flame will travel an estimated 8,000
miles around the UK giving thousands
of communities and individuals their
moment to shine as the Olympic flame
comes to a place near them.

Iran nuclear
talks offer
precious
chance to
rebuild trust
Wheels are rolling for the talks sched-
uled on Saturday between Iran and six
world powers over Tehran's nuclear
program.
The talks, which come after over a year
of impasse, offer a precious chance to
rebuild trust among parties concerned
and to put in motion a sustained
dialogue process toward resolving
Iran's nuclear issue.
Nearly all major global players hailed
the positive progress when European
Union foreign affairs chief Catherine
Ashton announced in March that the
five permanent members of the UN
Security Council plus Germany (P5+1)
had accepted Iran's offer to resume the
stalled talks.
The hard-won agreement to return to
the negotiating table has been viewed
as a blessing to regional security amid
ever mounting tensions resulting from
harsh rhetoric, announcements of
tightening sanctions or threats of using

force.
To put a proper end to Iran's nuclear
issue, all parties concerned should,
first of all, refrain from provocative
actions and cherish every chance to
rebuild the much-needed trust among
them.
For Iran, who has long held that its
nuclear program is for civilian use only,
it needs to make more efforts to con-
vince the international community of its
good faith.
As for Western countries, which have
kept slapping sanctions on Iran in an
attempt to pressure the country into
dropping the alleged development of
nuclear weapons, they should realize
that unilateral sanctions could not, and
can not, force Iran to give in but in-
flame animosities and trigger tit-for-tat
actions.
Iran recently stopped oil supply to a
handful of European countries, includ-
ing Britain, France and Germany, in an
apparent pre-emptive counter move
against an upcoming oil embargo
which the EU said comes into effect on
July 1.
The supply stoppage has resulted in
heightened volatility in the global oil
market and inflicted considerable
losses on oil-thirsty developed econo-
mies.
The whole world would have to pay an
even heavier price should the Strait of
Hormuz, the route for about a fifth of
the world's oil, be closed, as Iran has
repeatedly threatened to do.
Any extreme move in this regard
violates the right of free passage
through international waters and is
against the common desire of the
international community.
Mindful of all these, the negotiators to
attend the Saturday talks in Istanbul,
Turkey, should show flexibility and
sincerity in addressing each other's
concerns so as to achieve positive
results leading up to a final solution to
Iran's nuclear issue.

Iran opposes
presence of
foreign forces
in Persian Gulf
Senior Iranian military commanders
said the Islamic republic opposes the
presence of foreign forces in the
Persian Gulf which undermines re-
gional stability, the English-language
satellite Press TV reported Monday.
Speaking at a ceremony on the Na-
tional Day of the Persian Gulf in
Tehran, a deputy commander of Iran's
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Navy, Rear Admiral Ali-Reza
Tangsiri, said the Iranian forces are
currently at the highest level of pre-
paredness in the Persian Gulf, said the
report.
Tangsiri said officials of the neighbor-
ing states should come to the realiza-
tion that the Islamic republic seeks to
establish regional security through
unity and cooperation.
This means there is no justification for
the presence of outsiders in the area,
Tangsiri was quoted as saying.
The Persian Gulf waters are rich in fish
and other marine resources, and the
presence of nuclear and atomic sub-
marines there poses a serious threat to
its ecosystem, said the Iranian com-
mander.
He added that the country's enemies
are pursuing "Iranophobia" schemes in
order to justify their presence in the
region and sell their weapons and
munitions to the Persian Gulf littoral
states.
Deputy Head of the Armed Forces
Joint Chiefs of Staff Brigadier General
Masoud Jazayeri said the United
States and its allies seek to promote
division and discord among Iran and its
neighboring states by causing a broad
array of conspiracies, according to a
Press TV report on Monday.
Jazayeri described Iran's military might
as the main reasons behind the protec-
tion of peace, security and common
interests in the Persian Gulf region.
He said certain Arab rulers who make
baseless claims about the ownership
of three Iranian islands are playing into
the hands of the United States and
other hegemonic powers, referring to a
dispute with the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) over the ownership of three
islands in the gulf.
Iran and the UAE both claim territorial
sovereignty over the three islands --
the Greater and Lesser Tunbs, and
Abu Musa -- in the Persian Gulf and
have been at odds over them for
decades.
Earlier this month, Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad visited the
Iran-controlled Abu Musa island, a
move that immediately sparked criti-
cism from Arab countries and the recall
of UAE ambassador from Iran.

The Persian Gulf plays a significant
role for the world peace, and any
security crisis there will inevitably be
drawn to non- regional countries, Press
TV quoted Jazayeri as saying.
He said the presence of "colonial
powers" in the Persian Gulf has under-
mined regional stability and security,
and has prevented the formation of
close regional ties.
Irrespective of the Western media
hype and psychological campaign, Iran
has well managed to maintain stability
in the Persian Gulf, he added.
Meanwhile, Commander of the Iranian
Army's Ground Forces Brigadier
General Ahmad-Reza Pourdastan said
the Persian Gulf states do not need
outside assistance to maintain security
in the region as non-regional countries
only seek to stoke insecurity to elon-
gate their presence, according to
Press.
"There's no need for the presence of
foreign forces to provide security in the
region," said Pourdastan, adding that
certain transregional forces seek to
create rifts among regional nations in a
bid to justify their presence in the
region.
The regional states have realized that
they are capable of maintaining secu-
rity in the region without dependence
on foreign forces, he added.
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali-Akbar
Salehi on Sunday called for coopera-
tion of regional countries to maintain
the security of the Persian Gulf, the
semi-official ISNA news agency re-
ported.
Salehi said the security in the Persian
Gulf cannot be implemented unilater-
ally and it is achieved only through
security cooperation of its regional
states.
He also said that economic, trade,
cultural and social cooperation will lead
to the establishment of security in the
waterway.
Meanwhile, Rapporteur of Iranian
Majlis (parliament) National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission Kazem
Jalali said Sunday that regional peace
and security can be established if all
regional countries are united, while the
presence of major powers as well as
stockpiling weapons inside the region
will make the area insecure, according
to ISNA.
Jalali made the remarks referring to the
recent reports that the United States
had deployed its F-22 Raptors at the
UAE's Al Dafra Air Base.
Deployment of stealth jet fighters in the
UAE air base is a U.S. -Zionist move,
Jalali said, adding that Arab countries
should be held accountable for the
consequences of the move.

UN targets
Nigeria in
polio
eradication
push
The United Nations will administer
polio vaccine to more than 110 million
children under the age of five, in a new
campaign to eradicate the disease.
It is hoped that 30 million of those
children will be vaccinated in Nigeria,
the only country in Africa where polio
remains endemic.
Al Jazeera's Yvonne Ndege reports
from Sokoto, Nigeria,

Ambedkar
cartoon issue:
NCERT
withdraws
book
The controversial cartoon on Dr. B.R
Ambedkar, which rocked both House of
Parliament on Friday, has been with-
drawn from the NCERT text book of
Class XI. Human Resources Develop-
ment Minister Kapil Sibal told Parlia-
ment the distribution of the book had
also been put on hold.
He said a committee had been set up
to review the entire content of the text
books. Both Houses witnessed re-
peated adjournments on Friday after
the issue was raised during question
hour.
NCERT text book advisors Yogendra
Yadav and Suhas Palashikar have
resigned in the wake of the cartoon
controversy.

Parliament
completes 60
years
Parliament will celebrate its 60th

Anniversary tomorrow. The Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha will hold Special
Sittings to mark the occasion.
President Mrs Pratibha Devi Singh
Patil will address the members of both
the Houses in the Central Hall of
Parliament at 5.30 pm. The President
will also release 5-rupee and 10-rupee
coins besides releasing publications of
the secretariats of both the Houses.

Govt clears
procurement
projects of
over Rs 7,000
crore
Speeding up the military modernisation
process, the Defence Min on Friday
cleared procurement projects worth
over Rs 7,000 crore including the long-
pending acquisition of 145 Ultra Light
Howitzers from the US under a Rs
3,000-crore deal.
The decision to go ahead with the
procurement of 145 M777 howitzers
from the US under the Foreign Military
Sales (FMS) route and several other
items was taken at a meeting of the
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)
headed by Defence Minister A K
Antony.
The DAC also cleared a proposal to
procure over 65 radars for the L-70 air
defence guns which will be worth over
Rs 3,000 crore, Defence Ministry told a
news agency in New Delhi.
The projects approved by the DAC will
now be put up before the Finance
Ministry for clearance before they are
taken up by the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) for final approval.
The Ultra Light Howitzers of 155 mm
(39 caliber) were being acquired for
deployment in high altitude areas in
Arunachal Pradesh and Ladakh, the
sources said, adding that this would be
the first acquisition of howitzers by the
Army in the last 26 years.
After the Bofors controversy in 1986,
no new gun has been procured by the
Army for its artillery.
The M777 guns, manufactured by the
BAE Systems of the US, can be air-
lifted easily and be used for quick
deployment of assets in mountainous
regions. The go-ahead for procurement
of these guns had been cleared by a
high-level committee headed by DRDO
chief V K Saraswat.
The other projects of the Army cleared
by the DAC included procurement of
simulators for T-90 tanks worth over Rs
300 crore and 300 water tankers worth
Rs 90 crore.
The list of items cleared on Friday by
the Defence Ministry includes hard-
ware for the artillery, armoured and the
air defence arms of the Army.
Army Chief Gen V K Singh had raised
questions about the preparedness of
his force in a letter to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and mentioned all
the above three arms which were
facing critical shortage of equipment.
The DAC also cleared a proposal of
the Navy to build a new cadet training
ship worth Rs 480 crore and a joint Air
Force and Army proposal for 300 aerial
targets worth Rs 350 crore, the
sources said.

Olympic flame
lit for London
Games
The Olympic flame was lit in Ancient
Olympia in Greece on Thursday, in a
solemn ceremony filled with mystery
and tradition that signals the final
countdown to the start of this year's
summer Games in London.
Actors in ancient Greek costume
invoked the god Apollo in the ruins of
the 2,600-year-old Temple of Hera,
using a concave mirror to harness the
sun's rays and kindle a flame on the
torch for a relay that will take it around
Greece and Britain.
Dignitaries at the ceremony included
the president of the International
Olympic Committee Jacques Rogge,
as well as the head of the London
organising committee, Sebastian Coe.
"We promise to protect the flame, to
cherish its traditions and stage an
uplifting torch relay of which we can be
proud," Coe said in a speech, vowing
the event would "lift the spirits and
hopes of people across Britain and
across the world".
After thanks to the god Apollo, "king of
the sun and the idea of light", in the
shadow of the Greek, British and
Olympic flags, the flame was handed
to the first relay runner, Greece's
Liverpool-born open water swimming
champion Spyros Gianniotis.
He then passed it to 19-year-old British

boxer Alexander Loukos, whose father
hails from the Greek island of Lesbos
and grew up in the east London bor-
ough where the Olympic Stadium is
situated.
Gianniotis said after the full rehearsal
at the temple on Wednesday that the
torch ceremony was "a very big mo-
ment" for him, adding: "It is very mov-
ing.
The ceremony marks the start of a
week-long torch relay, which will take it
to five major Greek archaeological
sites, including the Acropolis, before it
arrives at the old Olympic stadium in
Athens, site of the first modern Games
in 1896.
A British delegation will receive the
flame at a night-time ceremony on May
17. The last flame-bearers in Greece
will be the weight-lifter Pyrros Dimas
and the Chinese gymnast Li Ning, who
lit the cauldron at the last Olympics in
Beijing in 2008.
The London Olympic Games torch will
tour the United Kingdom and also visit
the Republic of Ireland before it arrives
at the Olympic Stadium in east London
on July 27 to a worldwide television
audience of billions.
The torch's route in Britain starts on
May 19 at Land's End, the southern-
most tip of England to begin an 8,000-
mile (12,875-kilometre) journey.
From June 3-7, it will visit Northern
Ireland and then the Republic of
Ireland -- the only country outside the
United Kingdom on the torch route.
The inclusion of the Republic of Ireland
would have been unthinkable just a
few years ago and shows the ever-
closer ties between it and Northern
Ireland, 14 years after a peace agree-
ment largely ended three decades of
sectarian strike in the north.
In mainland Britain, a soldier wounded
in Afghanistan and a 100-year-old
woman are among 7,300 people who
will carry the torch, organisers have
said.
Also among the torchbearers is Jim
Redmond, the father of former British
400 metres runner Derek Redmond,
who famously helped his injured son
hobble across the line during the 1992
Barcelona Olympics.
The torch relay culminates on July 27
with the final leg from Hampton Court
palace, the riverside former home of
king Henry VIII, to the Olympic Stadium
for the opening ceremony that day.
The torch is a reminder of the ancient
Olympics, when a flame burned
throughout the Games. The tradition
was revived in 1936 for the Olympics in
Berlin.
No overseas legs of the torch relay
have been planned this time round
after those before the Beijing Games
were hit by widespread protests
against China.

Illegal mining:
SC directs CBI
probe against
BSY
In a setback to former Karnataka Chief
Minister B S Yeddyurappa, the Su-
preme Court on Friday directed a CBI
probe against him for allegedly grant-
ing undue favours to firms involved in
illegal mining in lieu of donations to a
charitable trust run by his kin.
Special Forest bench headed by Chief
Justice S H Kapadia directed the probe
agency to carry out the probe uninflu-
enced by the stature of the person and
political clout and corporates involved
in the case and file its report by 3rd
August.
The bench, also comprising justices
Aftab Alam and Swatanter Kumar,
stayed all pending proceedings before
all judicial forums in connection with
the case.
The apex court accepted the 20th April
report of the Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) which had pointed
out several allegations against
Yeddyurappa and corporate entities
involving Jindals and Adanis and had
recomended a CBI probe.
The court also asked the Andhra
Pradesh government to cooperate with
the CBI in the investigation.
The 20th April report prepared by the
CEC in pursuance of the apex court's
10th February order, said there was a
scope for expanding the CBI probe
against the BJP leader and annexed
the documents to support its findings.
The CEC had recommended CBI
probe considering the "massive illegali-
ties and illegal mining" found in
Karnataka and allegations against the
Jindal Group as being "recipient of
large quantities of illegally mined
material and undue favour being
shown to them".
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India launches all-
weather RISAT-1

India's first indigenous all-weather RISAT-1, whose images will facilitate agricul-
ture and disaster management, was launched successfully on board the PSLV-
C19 from Sriharikota.
The 1,858 kg spacecraft, the country's first microwave remote sensing satellite,
was injected into orbit by the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle about 19 minutes
after a perfect lift off at 5.47 am at the end of the 71-hour countdown from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, around 90 km from Chennai.
Indian Space Research Organisation's workhorse launch vehicle PSLV yet
again proved its reliability completing its 20th successful flight in a row launch-
ing Radar Imaging Satellite (RISAT-1), the heaviest satellite ever lifted by it.
RISAT-1, culmination of nearly ten years of effort by ISRO, has the capability to
take images of the earth during day and night as well as in cloudy conditions.
Till now, India depended on images from a Canadian satellite as existing
domestic remote sensing spacecraft cannot take pictures of earth during cloud
cover.
Lifting off in the backdrop of crimson East from the first launch pad, the 44-
metre tall rocket soared majestically into the sky in a mission described as 'a
grand success' by ISRO Chairman K Radhakrishnan.
It was a textbook launch with each of the four stages of the rocket performing
as programmed and the scientists at the mission control centre broke into
cheers when the satellite was injected into orbit.
"I am extremely happy to announce that the PSLV C-19 mission is a grand
success. This is the 20th successive successful flight of our PSLV. It injected
precisely India's first radar imaging satellite into the desired orbit," a beaming
Radhakrishnan said.
India had in April 2009 launched a Radar Imaging Satellite (RISAT-2) with all
weather capability but it was bought from Israel for USD 110 million largely for
surveillance purposes.
RISAT-1 was launched using the state-of-the-art new Mission Control Centre
for the first time after its inauguration by President Pratibha Patil in January,
Mission Director P Kunhikrishnan said.
ISRO used PSLV-XL, high-end version, only third such instance, for today's
launch. The XL version was earlier used for Chandrayaan-1 and GSAT-12
missions.
The approved cost of RISAT-1, including its development, is Rs 378 crore,
while Rs 120 crore has been spent to build the rocket (PSLV-C19), making it a
Rs 498-crore mission.
The spacecraft, which would be parked at its final orbit of 536 km altitude, has
a mission life of five years and would make 14 orbits per day.
Besides use in the agriculture sector, RISAT-1 could also be used to keep
round-the-clock vigil on the country's borders, but ISRO officials had said this
satellite would not be used for defence applications. RISAT-2, primarily a spy
spacecraft, is already doing that job.
RISAT-1's capability to take images in all weather conditions including fog and
haze would be a boon for regions perennially under cloud cover.
The satellite carries a C-band Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) payload, operat-
ing in a multi-polarisation and multi-resolution mode to provide images with
coarse, fine and high spatial resolutions respectively.
The unique characteristics of SAR enable applications in agriculture, particu-
larly paddy monitoring in kharif season and management of natural disasters
like flood and cyclone.
The satellite would be particularly useful in Kharif season when cloud-covered
atmosphere is frequent. Images taken from the spacecraft of agricultural crops
would enable planners with regard to production estimation and forecast.
During floods, aerial pictures would give a clear idea on the affected region
and water level.
Radhakrishnan said ISRO has a busy year ahead with several launches slated
during 2012-13.
ISRO would soon launch a satellite on board European Space Agency's Ariane
5 from French Guyana and a PSLV with six satellites in August this year from
India, he said.
On the much awaited GSLV Mark III, he said the vehicle was "getting ready"
undergoing tests at the ISRO facilities.
"The advanced launch vehicle GSLV Mark III has crossed several major mile-
stones, the lower stages have been qualified and we would be taking an
experimental flight of GSLV Mark III in an year from Sriharikota," he said.
The attempt would be essentially to test the vehicle systems in the atmospheric
flight phase, he said.
The country would also launch an Indo-French satellite (SARAL or Satellite
with ARgos and ALtiKa) on board PSLV and a first Indian regional navigational
satellite was planned in this financial year, he said.
Veteran space scientist Prof Yashpal termed the launch as a remarkable event.
"It is not an event it is an accomplishment."
Complimenting the scientific community, Prof U R Rao said it was a landmark
achievement.
For the first time Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) had been used and it was a
very difficult technology and done "wonderfully by the ISRO team".

All killed in
Russian plane
crash in
Indonesia
All of the dozens aboard a Russian
Sukhoi passenger jet flying on a sales
promotion trip in Indonesia were killed
when the plane slammed into a moun-
tain.
Rescuers who reached the remote site
found bodies scattered near the wreck-
age of Russia's first post-Soviet civilian
plane on the sheer face of Mount
Salak, outside the city of Bogor, south
of Jakarta, officials said.
"We entered the area... and found the
dead bodies, but we cannot say about
the number," said Gagah Prakoso,
spokesman for the national search and
rescue agency.
The twin-engine Superjet 100 vanished
from radar screens yesterday, 50
minutes into what was meant to be a
short flight to show off its capabilities to
prospective buyers as Russia tries to
rebuild its civilian jet industry.
Reports of the number on board
varied, with local rescue officials saying
the plane was carrying 46 people and
Trimarga Rekatama, the company
responsible for inviting the passengers,
saying 50 were on board.
Those aboard were mostly Indonesian
aviation representatives, but also
included eight Russians -four of them
crew and four Sukhoi employees plus
an American and a Frenchman, offi-
cials said.
They said a helicopter pilot spotted the
plane's debris after rescuers resumed
their operation at first light today,
locating one part with the Sukhoi logo
on the sheer face of Mount Salak, a
dormant volcano.
Devastated relatives of those aboard
the ill-fated aircraft had gathered at the
Halim Perdanakusuma airport in
Jakarta used for military and some
commercial flights where the Sukhoi
had taken off the day before.
Some wept quietly as friends tried to
console them, while others sat in a
state of shock, staring into the dis-
tance.
Authorities took DNA samples to help
in identification if remains were found.
A teary-eyed Yenni Cipta, 38, recalled
that when her father, an aviation
worker, had said farewell, he had
jokingly told her children, "Grandpa is
going to a faraway place."
Prakoso said that evacuation of the
bodies by helicopter was being ham-
pered by bad weather.
"The evacuation is still difficult. By land
we'll need 12 hours and by helicopter it
would take only 20 minutes, but the
weather is impossible," the search
agency spokesman said.
"We are preparing a helipad so that
tomorrow morning, with clear weather,
we can evacuate them."
The Sukhoi Superjet, a new passenger
aircraft, is crucial to Russia's hopes of
becoming a major player in the modern
aviation market, and the crash in
Indonesia is the first disaster involving
the type.
So far it is being flown by Russia's
Aeroflot and Armenia's Armavia but
orders have reportedly been confirmed
with more, including Indonesia's
Kartika Airlines and Sky Aviation.
At the Jakarta airport, Susan Sepang,
50, clutched a framed photograph of
her 30-year-old daughter, an employee
of Sky Aviation who was aboard the
plane, as a worker inserted a cotton
swab in her mouth for a DNA test.
The mountainous Mount Salak region
rises 2,000 metres above sea level,
some 80 kilometres southeast of
Jakarta. Indonesian officials have said
the Sukhoi descended to about 6,000
feet shortly before it vanished.
The debris was found on the side of
Mount Salak about 1,800 metres
above sea level, said Lieutenant
Colonel Mukhlis, a local military com-
mander.

Mars was
really wet in
its early days:
Study
Several studies in the past have shown
that, Mars used to be warmer and
wetter. Now a new research claims to
have found additional evidence that
the Red Planet was really wet earlier
and its atmosphere was much thicker
than today.
Early Mars would have been saturated,
with air density 20 times what it is now,
claims Georgia Tech Assistant Profes-
sor Josef Dufek.

Currently, the Martian atmosphere is
less than one per cent the density of
Earth's. Liquid water can't last long, if
at all; on the surface (though other
studies indicate there is much ice, and
perhaps liquid water, beneath the
surface).
Dufek is analyzing ancient volcanic
eruptions and surface observations by
the Mars rover Spirit. His new findings
are published in a journal.
"Atmospheric pressure has likely
played a role in developing almost all
Mars' surface features," Dufek said.
"It’s climate, the physical state of water
on its surface and the potential for life
are all influenced by atmospheric
conditions," he was quoted as saying
by Live Science.
Dufek's first research tool was a rock
fragment propelled into the Martian
atmosphere during a volcanic eruption
roughly 3.5 billion years ago. The
deposit landed in the volcanic sedi-
ment, created a divot (or bomb sag),
eventually solidified and remains in the
same location today. Dufeks next tool
was the Mars rover.
In 2007, Spirit landed at that site,
known as Home Plate, and took a
closer look at the imbedded fragment.
Dufek and his collaborators at the
University of California-Berkeley
received enough data to determine the
size, depth and shape of the bomb
sag. Dufek and his team then went to
the lab to create bomb sags of their
own. They created beds of sand using
grains the same size as those ob-
served by Spirit.
The team propelled particles of varying
materials (glass, rock and steel) at
different speeds into dry, damp and
saturated sand beds before comparing
the divots with the bomb sag on Mars.
No matter the type of particle, the
saturated beds consistently produced
impact craters similar in shape to the
Martian bomb sag, they found. By
varying the propulsion speeds, the
researchers also determined that the
lab particles must hit the sand at a
speed of less than 40 meters per
second to create similar penetration
depths.
In order for something to move through
Mars' atmosphere at that peak velocity,
the pressure would have to be a
minimum of 20 times denser than
current conditions, which suggests that
early Mars must have had a thicker
atmosphere.
"Our study is consistent with growing
research that early Mars was at least a
transiently watery world with a much
denser atmosphere than we see
today," said Dufek.
"We were only able to study one bomb
sag at one location on the Red Planet.
We hope to do future tests on other
samples based on observations by the
next rover, Curiosity." Curiosity is
scheduled to land on Mars on August 5.

Bigger is
better: brain
size affects
intelligence
"Size does matter" could be true for
human brains as well; as a new study
shows that brain size can have an
effect not only on people's thoughts
and behavior, but intelligence also.
A largest global study on human brain,
involving over 200 scientists worldwide,
has found genes that affect brain size
and which may play a part in intelli-
gence and memory function, a media
report said.
Margie Wright of Queensland Institute
of Medical Research (QIMR), which
contributed to the study, said brain size
can also have an effect on intelligence
apart from behavior and thoughts.
The study was put together by combin-
ing brain scans and genetic data from
21,000 people worldwide. Wright said
that one gene showed a strong corre-
lation with overall brain size while
another influenced the size of the
brain's hippocampus, which is involved
with memory.
People with dementia often show
pronounced shrinkage in the hippoc-
ampus, so further investigation to see
if there are genetic links to dementia
will be worthwhile, she added. The
hippocampus is also reduced in people
with schizophrenia and major depres-
sion.
A separate study at QIMR showed that
those with larger brains scored slightly
higher on a standardised IQ test.
Wright said the global brain study,
which has created the world's largest
database of brain imaging results,
could be a stepping stone for more
work into the brain's genetics and
disorders.
"The effects of the two genes on brain

size are very small and the links to
cognitive function are subtle," Wright
said, adding, "However, as we can lose
up to 10 per cent of our brain volume
in later life, these results are quite
significant in people with the genetic
variant that increases shrinkage.
"These individuals could be more
vulnerable to factors such as poor diet,
excessive alcohol consumption, or little
exercise, she said.

Moon comes
closest to
Earth
As the clock struck 9.05 p.m., space
enthusiasts were out to catch the
glimpse of the year's biggest and
brightest moon, as the celestial body
came closest to the earth on Sunday
night.
The moon appeared 14 percent bigger
and 30 percent brighter than the
normal full moon, offering stargazers a
spectacular sight.
"Those who want to catch the sight of
this spectacular moon again can now
only do so in 2014. The super moon
was 357,000 km away from earth
against a mean distance of 384,400
km," said Mila Mitra from Science
Popularisation Association of Commu-
nicators and Educators (SPACE).
While the moon was closest to earth
Saturday, it will be the farthest Nov 28
at 406,349 km.

India all set to
develop
resusable
rockets: DRDO
chief
After the successful launch of Agni-5
Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM), India is all set to develop
reusable rockets which will combine
the technologies of both ballistic and
cruise missiles.
As part of plans to develop reusable
ballistic missiles, Defence Research
and Development Organisation will test
indigenously developed scram jet
engine next year, DRDO Chief V K
Saraswat said in an interview to
Doordarshan.
On the range of Agni-5 missile which
was scuccessfully test-fired recently off
Odisha coast, the DRDO chief said
with moderate modifications, "it can be
extended to any range which is of our
interest."
On technological capability available
with the agency, he said, "DRDO has
built the necessary technologies,
production infrastructure and design
capability for developing a booster or a
sustainer... We have the capability to
develop a re-entry nose cone which
can withstand higher temperature and
velocity."
Reacting to reports that India does not
possess sufficient indigenous technol-
ogy for missile guidance systems,
Saraswat said Agni-5 has used a
completely indigenous and high preci-
sion missile guidance system with
"0.001 degrees of per hour accuracy."
On criticism that DRDO sometimes
does not live up to expectations, he
said the agency was as good as its
counterparts in advanced countries.
"Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), F-18 and
Eurofighter took similar number of
years and cost wise they were three
times more than what we have put in
our LCA," he said.
On development of Kaveri engine,
Saraswat said it too has performed
well and was, "flown an IL-76 aircraft in
Russia, 55 hours of successful flight...
We are going to upgrade it so that it
can be used in India's LCA Mark-II and
future systems."

Indian
economy
estimated to
register a
growth of
7.5% this
fiscal
A United Nation report says India is
projected to see a faster growth of 7.5
per cent this fiscal on the back of
higher savings and investment rates.
However, most of the
Asia-Pacific economies are likely to
expand at a slower pace. United
Nations economic Commission for Asia
and Pacific, UNESCAP, Chief Econo-
mist Nagesh Kumar said the Indian

economy's strong fundamentals such
as high saving and investment rates
and rapidly expanding labour force and
middle class will ensure a steady
economic performance.
He said the growth estimate in the
current fiscal is higher than the esti-
mated 6.9 per cent growth in the last
fiscal year.
The UNESCAP report, however, said
that weaknesses of major developed
economies pose a major threat to the
growth in the Asia-Pacific region, which
could come down to 6.5 per cent in
2012, from 7 per cent in 2011.
Regarding India, the UN report added
that there are indications the economy
is turning around as core sectors,
including manufacturing, show signs of
recovery.

UPSC results
declared:
Women take
top two slots
Two top slots in the Union Public
Service Commission Civil Services
Examinations 2011 have been
achieved by women candidates.
According to the results announced on
Friday, Shena Aggarwal, who holds a
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of
Surgery (MBBS) from the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences in New
Delhi, has topped the examination.
Whereas, Rukmani Riar, a Master of
Arts (Social Entrepreneurship) from
Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai, has got second rank.
While the third position is bagged by
Prince Dhawan, who had done Master
of Technology from the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi.
The Civil Services (Preliminary) Exami-
nation, 2011 was conducted on 12th
June 2011. As many as 4,72,290
candidates applied for this examina-
tion, out of which 2,43,003 wrote the
test.
According to a release by the Depart-
ment of Personnel and Training,
11,984 candidates were declared
qualified for the main written examina-
tion held in October-November, 2011
out of which 2,417 candidates were
selected for the personality test con-
ducted in March-April, 2012.
Finally a total of 910 candidates -- 715
male and 195 female -- have been
selected for appointments to various
central services like the Indian Admin-
istrative Service (IAS), Indian Foreign
Service (IFS) and Indian Police Service
(IPS) among others.
The list of selected candidates includes
420 General (including 21 physically
challenged), 255 Other Backward
Classes (including 8 physically chal-
lenged), 157 Scheduled Castes (in-
cluding four physically challenged) and
78 Scheduled Tribes candidates
among others, it said.
The result also showcases the pan-
Indian distribution of successful candi-
dates in the examination.
Among the top 25 candidates, there
are candidates claiming domicile from
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chattisgarh, Delhi, Haryana, Jammu &
Kashmir, Jharkhand, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh.
The top 25 candidates include alumni
from some of the premier educational
institutions of the country, including
AIIMS, IIM and IITs.
The family background of top 25
candidates show diverse representa-
tion from all walks of the life which
include farmer, teacher, businessman,
army personnel, low and middle level
government servants, doctors, advo-
cate, professor and civil servants.
Among them, six have made it to the
merit lift in their first attempt; seven in
second attempt; nine in third attempt;
and one each in fourth, fifth and sixth
attempts.
As many as 12 have already been
recommended to services other than
IAS on the basis of Civil Services
Examinations of previous years.
Of the top 25 candidates - 13 ap-
peared from Delhi; three from Jaipur,
two each from Mumbai & Chandigarh;
and one each from Hyderabad,
Chennai, Dispur, Patna and Jammu
Centres.
UPSC, which conducts the examina-
tion, has opened a 'Facilitation
Counter' near the Examination Hall
Building in its campus.
Candidates can obtain any information
or clarification regarding their examina-
tions on the working days between 10
am -5 pm in person or over telephone
nos 011- 23385271, 23381125,
23098543.
Results will also be available on the

UPSC's Website (http//
www.upsc.gov.in.).
"However, marks are likely to be avail-
able on the website within 15 days
from the date of declaration of results",
the release added.

NHRC
concerned over
population
policy
Deeply concerned over incentive-
based population policies framed by
some state governments, the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is
mulling to frame guidelines and has
sought details from states.
The NHRC has written letters to all
states earlier this month seeking
details of their population policies by
31st May.

"The Commission has been deeply
concerned about population policies
framed by the state governments. It
has been observed that some of the
state governments have adopted the
method of incentives/disincentives for
adopting small family norms...," the
letter said.
The letter written by J S Kochher, Joint
Secretary (Training) in NHRC, noted
that small family norms were a "gross
violation of human rights, particularly
women's reproductive rights. It is
mandatory for India to abandon targets
and come up with programme that
moved away from incentives and
disincentives as New Delhi is a signa-
tory to International Conference on
Population and Development in 1994.

Scientists
growing
'human spare
parts' in lab
British scientists have claimed that they
were the first to grow human body
parts at a laboratory at the University
College London, it could soon make
organ donation a thing of the past.
A team, led by Prof Alexander Seifalian
of the varsity's Department of
Nanotechnology and Regenerative
Medicine, claims it's actually focusing
on growing replacement organs and
body parts to order, using a patient's
own cells.
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G.K. Test Series - 8
1. Which among the following body
promoted securities Trading Corpora-
tion of India Limited (STCI) jointly with
the Public sector Banks?
(a) SEBI
(b) Reserve bank Of India
(c) IDBI Ltd.
(d) ICICI Ltd

2. The state bank of India (Amend-
ment) Bill-2010, which was passed in
the parliament in the latter half of 2010,
apart from other things, reduces the
statutory minimum shareholding of the
Central Government in the bank from
________ to ______ %, which among
the following set of figures fills the
blank correctly?
(a) 59, 52
(b) 55, 51
(c) 59, 55
(d) 62, 51

3. What do we call an agreement
whereby an issuing Bank at the re-
quest of the Importer (Buyer) under-
takes to take payment to the exporter
(Beneficiary) against stipulated docu-
ments?
(a) Bill of exchange
(b) Letter of Exchange
(c) Letter of Credit
(d) Bill of entry

4. Mutual funds are regulated in India
by which among the following?
(a) RBI
(b) SEBI
(c) Stock exchanges
(d) RBI and SEBI both

5. Which of the following country was
the host of First Asian Yoga Champion-
ship held recently?
(a) Thailand
(b) Cambodia
(c) Vietnam
(d) Laos

6. Which among the following body
authorizes the credit limit to the Na-
tional Co-operative Marketing Federa-
tion?
(a) RBI
(b) Department of Agriculture
(c) NABARD
(d) Department of Finance

7. Which among the following duties is
applied by a government to control the
exports of a commodity, so that the
commodity can be used by the local
markets than in foreign countries?
(a) Custom duty
(b) Excise Duty
(c) Anti dumping duty
(d) Dumping Duty

8. We read in the newspapers that the
foreign direct Investments are pre-
ferred over the Capital Inflow. In this
context, please consider the following.
1. FDI brings in latest technology
2. FDI does not involve large outflow
3. FDI improves efficiency of the
economy
Which among the above is/are most
suitable reason/reasons for the given
statement?
(a) Only 1
(b) Only 1 & 3
(c) Only 1 & 2
(d) All 1, 2 & 3

9. Which among the following body
finalizes the market-borrowing pro-
grammers of State Governments in
India?
(a) State Governments
(b) RBI
(Union Ministry of Finance
(d) Planning Commission

10. Which among the following is the
only correct statement?
(a) Money market meets long term
financing needs
(b) Recession in industrial sector in
India is normally due to fall in exports
(c) Ways and means advances is given
by RBI are nowhere related to state’s
revenue
(d) Exchange rate is fixed by RBI

11. Which among the following is the
top dividend paying company of India,
as per a study done by economic
Times?
(a) ONGC
(b)TCS
(c) ITC
(d) IOC

12. Many a times we read in the news-
papers hat the Government of India
signs DTAA to broaden the scope of
article of exchange of information to
include exchange of banking informa-
tion. What does the DTSS refers to
here?
(a) DTAA taxation article agreement
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(b) Double taxation avoidance agree-
ment
(c) Double taxation avoidance arrange-
ments
(d) Dual tax agreement arrangement

13. What does the Canada India
Research U.S. refer to?
(a) A business forum
(b) A nuclear reactor
(c) A scientific research group
(d) A proposed space research organi-
zation.

14. Which among the following de-
cides the oil Prices in India?
(a) Government of India
(b) Government of Respective states
(c) Ministry of Petroleum
(d) Oil Companies

15. Consider the following statements
in context with Treasury Bulls?
1. They are issued by Government of
India on behalf of RBI
2. They are mostly for short term
borrowings
3. Treasury Bills cannot be purchased
by any person resident of India
Which among the above is/are cor-
rect?
(a) All are correct
(b) 2 & 3 are correct
(c) Only 2 is correct
(d) Only 3 is correct

16. Which among the following is
India’s largest indigenous Research
and Production Nuclear Reactor?
(a) Apsara
(b) Dhurva
(c) Kamini
(d) CIRUS

17. Bring out the only incorrect state-
ment:
(a) Reserve Repo operation by RBI
aims are injecting/increasing liquidity
(b) SDR refers to special drawing
(c) Rupee appreciation results in
decrease in imports
(d) Increase in inflation rate leads to
decline in real interest rate

18. Which among the following is
headed by Justice Lokeshwar Singh
Panta?
(a) Arms forces Tribunal
(b) National Green Tribunal
(c) Debt Recovery tribunal
(d) Central Administrative tribunal

19. Christine Lagarde, who recently
headed the G-20 meeting of Finance
Ministers and Governors of Central
Banks, Is the Finance minister of which
among the following countries?
(a) Australia
(b) France
(c) Italy
(d) Germany

20. Consider the following statements:
1. Increase in deposit rate results in
higher savings
2. Increase in deposit rate results in fall
in credit off takes
3. Increase in deposit rate results in
increase in investment which among
the above statement/statements is /are
correct?
(a) 1 &2
(b) 1 & 3
(c) 1, 2, 3
(d) Only 1

21. Which among the following is not a
feature of the proposed Companies Bill
2009?
(a) Limit on the number of the subsid-
iary companies
(b) Rotation of the auditors
(c) Reduction in the types of the com-
panies’ categories
(d) Proposal Of national company law
tribunal;

22. The universal service obligation
fund (USOF) has been established
under which among the following
departments of Government of India?
(a) Department of Consumer Affairs
(b) Department of Industrial policy and
Promotion
(c) Department of Telecommunication
(d) Department of Economic Affairs

23. Kuno Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary,
which is being proposed as a new
home for some relocated Gir lions from
Gujarat, is located in which among the
following states.
(a) Maharashtra
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Orissa
(d) Rajasthan

24. Which among the following sports
is NOT a part of the London Olympics?
(a) Tackwondo
(b) Baseball
(c) Table Tennis
(d) Triathlon

25. We read the various newspapers
that during the period from June,
20009 to September 2010, the Ministry
of Road transport and Highways have
achieved a target of constructing on an
average 12.01 km of National High-
ways per day. However, this achieve-
ment if shorter compared to the target
of constructing 20 km of Highways per
day. To achieve this target, it is time
approximately ________ of works are
under way. Which among the following
fills the blank correctly?
(a) 10000 km
(b) 15000 km
(c) 20000 km
(d) 25000 km

26. Who among the following has been
defeated by Saina Nehwal, who has
won the Swiss open grand Prix Gold
title recently, becoming the First Indian
to do so?
(a) Ji Hyun Sung
(b) Wang Lin
(c) Kamila Rytter Juhl
(d) Shinta Mulia Juhl

27. Which among the following cor-
rectly defines the Net Interest Income?
(a) Interest earned on advances
(b) Interest earned on investments
(c) Total interest earned on advances
on advances and investment
(d) Difference between interest earned
and interest paid

28. Where is going to be established
the Mahatma Gandhi Institute of
education fro Peace and Sustainable
development (MGIEP), the latest & first
category-I institute of UNECO in South
Asia?
(a) New Delhi
(b) Ahmadabad
(c) Mumbai
(d) Pune

29. Anant Pai, better known as ‘Uncle
Pai’, who recently died was the creator
of which among the following comic
series?
(a) Chacha Choudhary
(b) Amar Chitra katha
(c) Chandamama
(d) Indrajaal

30. Which among the following is not a
Nonpermanent member of United
Nations Security Council for the Period
of 1 January 2011 -31 December
2012?
(a) Nigeria
(b) Germany
(c) Portugal
(d) Columbia

31. In which among the following types
comes the Interest Rate Risk?
(a) Credit risk
(b) Market risk
(c) Operational risk
(d) All the above categories

32. Where was held the 98th Indian
Science Congress in early 2011?
(a) Hyderabad
(b) Chennai
(c) Kochi
(d) Kolkata

33. Which among the following interna-
tional sports body had unveiled an anti-
corruption committee to enhance
credibility and increase transparency?
(a) International Cricket Council
(b) International Olympic Committee
(c) FIFA
(d) Commonwealth Games Federation.

34. E.S. L. Narasimhan is the Gover-

nor of which among the following

states?

(a) Karnataka

(b) Andhra Pradesh

(c) Tamil Nadu

(d) Kerala

35. When there is an inflationary trend

in the economy what would be trend in

the pricing of the Bank products?

(a) Increasing trend

(b) Decreasing trend

(c) Constant trend

(d) There is no relevance of the infla-

tion in pricing of the Banking Products

36. In which among the following
courts, Chennai open is played?
(a) Clay court
(b) Grass court
(c) Hard court
(d) Carpet court

37. Which of the following countries is
located the temple of Preah Vihear,
one of the famous world Heritage
sites?
(a) Thailand
(b) Myanmar
(c) Cambodia
(d) Vietnam

38. Which among the following body
gives the Pritzker Prize, the Nobel of
Architecture every year?
(a) Wolf foundation
(b) Hyatt Foundation
(c) Royal Institute of British architects
(d) Leading European Architects
Forum

39. Which among the following is the
correct character of the Foreign Ex-
change Markets?
(a) Foreign Exchange markets are
localized markets
(b) Foreign exchange markets operate
within a country’s time zone
(c) Foreign exchange markets are
dynamic and round the clock markets
(d) Foreign exchange markets are
used only for trade related transactions

40. Who among the following headed
the forest Rights Act review Committee
that submitted its report in the first half
of 2010?
(a) Syeda hameed
(b) Narender Jadhav
(c) Arun Maira
(d) N C Saxena

41. Who among the following is the
chairman of National Knowledge
Commission?
(a) Sam Pitroda
(b) Deepak Nayyar
(c) Nandan Nilkeni
(d) Dr. Pushp Bhargav

42. Suchitra Mitra, who died recently,
was an artist of which among the
following types of Music?
(a) Hindustani classical
(b) Carnatric Music
(c) Rabindra sangeet
(d) Pakistani Classical

43. After Uttar Pradesh, which among
the following states has the maximum

share in the total Route Km of Indian

Railways?

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Andhra Pradesh

(d) Gujrat

44. In which of the following states of

India is located a tiger reserve, which is

also a World Heritage site?

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Asom

(c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) Uttar Pradesh

45. Which among the following Indus-
trial Policy resolution/ statement was
based upon the Mahalanobis Model of
growth?
(a) Industrial Policy resolution – 1956
(b) Industry Policy statement – 1973
(c) Industrial Policy statement -1977
(d) Banking Policy 1969

46. in which of the following states,
maximum Coast Guard stations have
been established in India?
(a) Foreign Trade promotion Board
(b) Department of Commerce
(c) RBI
(d) SEBI

48. In which of the following states of
India, world’s first Global Center for
Nuclear energy Partnership was
started a few months back?
(a) Rajasthan
(b) Kerala
(c) Haryana
(d) Uttar Pradesh

49. In which of the following states of
India, there is no petroleum chemicals
and Petrochemicals Investment region
(PCPIR)?
(a) Asom
(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Gujrat
(d) West Bengal

50. Which among the following is
correct about the Vostro Account?
(a) It is an account maintained by a
foreign bank with a bank in India in
Indian Rupees.
(b) It is an account maintained by an
Indian bank with a bank in foreign
country in foreign currency
(c) It is an account maintained by a
Indian Bank Branch with a Foreign
Bank in Foreign currency.
(d) It is an account maintained by a
Foreign bank Branch with a Indian
bank in foreign currency.

51. The term ‘round-tripping’ often
appears in financial news these days.
What does it mean?
(a) Importing products that are not
easily available in the domestic mar-
kets
(b) Indian companies re-exporting
imported products without any value
addition
(c) Bringing back illicit money hidden
abroad by Indian s under a different
name
(d) Imposing high customs duty to
discourage dumping of goods in Indian
market

52. Infant Mortality rate (IMR) data for
high focus states (states where IMR is
above national average) is collected
once every five years. The union
Health Ministry has now decided to
collect such data __________.
(a) half-yearly
(b) Annually
(c) Once every two years
(d) Once every three years

53. The government has tasked three
institutions to conduct studies to esti-
mate the quantum of illicit funds gener-
ated by Indian citizens recently. Which
of the following is not among one of
the three institutions selected?
(a) National Institute of Public Finance
and Policy
(b) National Institute of Bank Manage-
ment
(c) National institute of Finance Man-
agement
(d) National Council of Applied Eco-
nomic Research

54. Which of the following statements
is/are correct about ‘gender-critical’
districts on the basis of the census
2001 data?
1. There are 262 gender critical dis-
tricts or cities in the country
2. Madhya Pradesh has the highest
number of gender critical districts or
cities
3. Kerala is the only state which does
not have any gender critical district or
city
(a) I only
(b) 1 &2 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 3 and 1 only

55. India announced that it was taking
steps to reduce the” sensitive lists” of
items for trade with SAARC countries
recently. Which of the following is
correct about items in “sensitive lists”?
(a) Items which are costlier to produce
in India
(b) Items whose import leads to lower
prices for Indian consumer
(c) Items whose import reduces the
market share of domestic producers
(d) Items which are injurious to health
such as tobacco and alcohol

56. Which country’s gold output of
30.88 tonnes was the highest in the
world in 2010?
(a) Canada
(b) South Africa
(c) China
(d) USA

57. Government of India has launched
a publicity campaign for census 2011
in association with which of the follow-
ing UN organization?
(a) United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)
(b) World Health Organization (WHO)
(c) Untied Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF)
(d) United Nations Population Fund
(UNPF)

8. Which of the following pairs of
multinational retailing companies and
the countries where they are head-
quartered is/are correctly matched?
I. Mero-germany
II. Walmart- USA
III. Tesco- United Kingdom
IV. Carrefour – France
Codes
(a) I and III only
(b) I, II and III
(c) IV, I and II
(d) I, II, III and IV

59. Which advertising agency was in
news recently fro creating the “Enu-
merator’ mascot fro Census 2011?
(a) Bates 141
(b) DDB India
© JWT India
(d) Reinfusion – Y & R

60. Which of the following statements
about Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is/are
correct as per the data released by the
Register-General of India (RGI) re-
cently?
I. IMR has declined from 53 in 2008 to
50 in 2009
II. Decline in IMR in urban areas is
more than in rural areas
III. IMR is the lowest in Kerala
Codes
(a) I only
(b) I and II only
(c) II only
(d) I, II and III

61. Which of the following statements
about Indent Mortality rate (IMR) is/are
correct as per the data released by the
Register-General of India (RGI) re-
cently?
I. IMR is highest in Madhya Pradesh
II. Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) target is to reduce IMR to 30 by
2015
III. Nine states have IMR above the
national average
Codes
(a) I only (b) I and II only
(c) II only (d) I,II and III

62. S. Sundar Committee was in news
recently for its report on which of the
following?
(a) Land Acquisition Act, 1894
(b) Copyright Act, 1957
(c) Right to Information Act, 2005
(d) Motor vehicles Act, 1988

63. Which of the following statements
is/are correct about the Tourist Visa on
Arrival (TVOA) scheme introduced to
promote foreign tourist arrivals in India
recently?
1. The TVOA is allowed for a maximum
validity of 30 days with single entry
facility at metros
2. TVOA is allowed for a maximum of
two times in a calendar year
3. There should be a minimum gap of
six months between each visit
Codes
(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 only (d) 3 and 1 only

64. Global Employment Trends 2011
report of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) was released
recently. Which of the following state-
ments is/are correct?
I. The number of unemployed in-
creased in 2010.
II. The global unemployment rate
declined in 2010
III. Labour productivity improved in
2010
Codes
(a) I only
(b) I and II only
(c) II and III only
(d) III and I only

1. (b) 2. (b) 3. (c) 4. (b) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (a) 8. (a) 9. (d) 10. (c) 11. (a) 12. (b) 13.
(d) 14. (d) 15. (c) 16. (b) 17. (c) 18. (b) 19. (b) 20. (b) 21. (c) 22. (c) 23. (b) 24.
(b) 25. (c) 26. (a) 27. (d) 28. (a) 29. (b) 30. (a) 31. (b) 32. (b) 33. (c) 34. (b) 35.
(a) 36. (c) 37. (c) 38. (b) 39. (c) 40. (d) 41. (a) 42. (a) 43. (a) 44. (b) 45. (a) 46.
(c) 47. (c) 48. (c) 49. (a) 50. (a) 51. (c) 52. (b) 53. (b) 54. (a) 55. (c) 56. (c) 57.
(c) 58. (d) 59. (b) 60. (a) 61. (d) 62. (d) 63. (d) 64. (c)


